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Change lives.

he Eden Prairie Fire Department is in the
Tmidst of the largest recruiting effort since the

department first started in 1967. The City of
Eden Prairie's Fire Department has 75 paid on-
call or “volunteer” firefighters and needs to
increase that number to 95.

Who are these new recruits? They are
professional co-workers, neighbors, friends, and
when needed most, lifesavers.

“This is an extraordinary way to give back to the
community and at the same time learn useful
skills,” explains Fire Chief George Esbensen, “We
pay for training and gear; all we ask for is people’s
time and enthusiasm.”

The City of Eden Prairie is currently building a
new fire station expected to open in the Spring of
2006. Firefighters hired during this recruiting

process will help cover the expansion of service to
the community. Applicants need to be at least 18-
years-old to apply and join the current staff of both
newcomers and veterans of more than 30 years.

“You don’t have to be superman or superwoman
to do this job,” Chief Esbensen says, “People
should be in good shape and willing to learn new
skills.”

Successful recruits go through extensive and
ongoing training to be part of the department.
Training allows recruits to be physically fit,

familiar with department equipment and
procedures, and effective in all emergency
situations.

The Eden Prairie Fire Department provides a
critical service to the community, so it must take
every precaution to select the best possible
candidates.

The following are basic requirements:

e Must be 18 years of age or older.

e Be a high school graduate or equivalent.

e Hold a valid State of Minnesota driver’s license.

e Must have residence or employment within

seven minutes of their assigned fire station.

e Be able to carry out his/her responsibilities and
provide good communications

in a calm, positive and
professional manner under
emergency conditions.

e Successfully pass a
thorough background
check.

e Successfully pass the Fire
Department physical
agility test, physical exam
and psychological exam.

Firefighters team up at
husiness fire in February.

Classroom

Without Walls

Home schoolers get hands-on with science

Madison, Eud aud Micaela
walk at-Starig Lake Park
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Start with Yours. Volunteer.

Firefighter Doug Bourne keeps track of crews via radio.

An added benefit of being a firefighter is
membership in the Eden Prairie Fire Department
Relief Association. All firefighters are eligible for
membership entitling them to retirement benefits
after a minimum of ten years service.

Applications to join the Fire Department are being
accepted now. The actual screening process begins
in March. For more information and an application
go to www.edenprairie.org and click on the Fire
Department page. Applicants can also contact the
City of Eden Prairie Human Resources Department at
952-949-8431.
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Eden Prairie Center Update

tracks from some “junior scientists”. The kids are

part of the “Science and Experiments for Home
Schoolers” class and their work takes them on many
adventures.

The nature trails at Staring Lake Park are full of

Every week this winter
the class meets at the
Staring Lake Outdoors
Center to explore new
topics that range from
wind power to animal
biology. The
environment serves as a
unique text book for kids
7-12 years old eager for
hands on activities.

Outdoor Center
Coordinator Stan Tekiela
helped start the home
schooler class series in

the fall of 2004. Tekiela
home schools his own daughter and knew other parents
were looking for science classes.

“Many parents don’'t have extensive knowledge of
science so the subject sometimes gets less attention,”
Tekiela explains, “Our facility has everything from live
snakes to microscopes to nature, and creative
instructors who make learning fun.”

Eden Prairie resident Bell Schoonover takes her
daughter Mary Elizabeth (7) to class regularly.

Special tools help students
get a closer look.

Deadline approaches for
Harris award

den Prairie students involved
Ethe community have the

opportunity to be rewarded for
their work.

The City is offering the 2005 Dr.
Jean L. Harris Youth Scholarship
Awards. The effort grants up to two
$1,000 scholarships annually to high
school seniors pursuing a college
education.

Dr. Harris served as Eden Prairie’s mayor from 1996 to
2001. She devoted her life to the values of human rights
and diversity, and publicly encouraged acceptance and
respect for individuals within the community. The City
Council and Human Rights and Diversity Commission are
sponsoring the awards in Dr. Harris’ memory.

The deadline to apply for the award is March 28.
Applications are available at the Eden Prairie City Center,
8080 Mitchell Road, or online at www.edenprairie.org.

Dr. Jean L. Harris

Scoonover is connected online with other families in
home schooling, but this experience offers new
opportunities. “It's great to come to class and talk to

other parents and have our kids meet new friends in the
community,” Scoonover said.

The City of Eden Prairies Park and Recreation
Department offers a variety of classes designed for
home schoolers. For more information on future classes
log on to www.edenprairie.org.

Mary Elizabeth (left) learns about wind power

Wanted: citizen Biologists!

ildlife enthusiasts can explore and help
Wmonitor the areas wetlands as part of a

program sponsored by the City of Eden
Prairie and Hennepin County.

The Wetland Health Evaluation Program
needs adult volunteers to study the biological
health of Eden Prairie’s wetlands.

Volunteers will be citizen biologists, wading
through wetlands in the community to collect
and identify insects, plants and animals. This
data will help the City determine the health of
water resources and of the wetland ecosystem.

No science background or monitoring
experience is necessary. Training, equipment
and leadership will be provided.

Volunteers need to be able to commit to 20
to 40 hours through May, June and July.

To join others in your community in this
great learning opportunity, call Leslie Stovring
at 952-949-8327.
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EPTV Launches
New Show

he City
of Eden
Prairie

added an
exciting new
program to
its broadcast
lineup on
EPTV 16.
“Life in the
Prairie” the
television
show
debuted on
EPTV in
February.
“Life in the Prairie” is
produced monthly and includes
stories about the city’s residents,
businesses, history, environment
and other interesting topics that
make Eden Prairie the perfect
place to Live, Work and Dream.
Check out “Life in the Prairie”
the television show on EPTV 16.
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Show Schedule:
Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Saturday 12:30 p.m.

“Life in the Prairie”, the
television show, is produced by
the City of Eden Prairie
communications staff. If you
have a story idea, send it to
communications@edenprairie.org.

Chico’s new location on first floor below the food court.

are making changes to keep
current and attract additional
customers.

Last November, Chico’s opened its
doors on the lower level in the Sears
wing. Dana and Rick Atherton who live
right here in Eden Prairie own the 10
Chico’s stores in Minnesota. Chico’s
sells exclusively designed, private-
label women’s clothing and related
accessories. The company operates
655 women'’s specialty store across the
country including the 10 in Minnesota.

In late January, Regis Salons, which
is headquartered in the Twin Cities,
unveiled its renovated salon on the
lower level of the Center. Regis owns or
franchises over 10,000 hair salons in
North America and Europe.

Work has now begun on a new
restaurant for Eden Prairie Center.

Eden Prairie Center and its tenants

MAYOR

Nancy Tyra-Lukens
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Brad Aho
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952-829-5351

Ron Case
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TGI Friday's is scheduled to open on
the west side of the Center between
Panera Bread and Wildfire later this
spring. TGl Friday’s is another
company with local connections as it is
part of Carlson Restaurants Worldwide.
TGI Friday’s started in 1965 and now
has more than 700 locations
worldwide.

Perhaps the biggest change for the
Center is not yet known. General
Growth, the owner of Eden Prairie
Center, announced in January that it
had bought the old Mervyn’s store from
the May Department Stores Company.
General Growth’s local marketing
manager, Amy Martin says, “The
details of what we will do with that
space are not quite finalized. However,
I'm confident that shoppers will be
very pleased with what we have in store
for that space.”
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Upcoming Events

CALENDAR
FEBRUARY -

Men's, Women'’s and Co-Rec
teams are forming. Games are
played at Round Lake Park
and Riley Lake Park.

To receive information and
a team application, contact
=] Lyndell Frey at 952-949-8438

or LFrey@edenprairie.org.
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FEB. 18 & 19 I Remember Mama
7:00 p.m. Comedy presented by the
Eden Prairie Players. Performances for
two weekends at the High School,
17185 Valley View Road. Pay at the
dtoc;r: $t10905r2$984f90r8‘slir11iors and 13 games $530/team
stucents. Sacr=asrett 18 games $680/team
FEB. 21 City Center and Senior Center Closed 33lgames. $860/team
FEB. 21 Open Swim at Oak Point Pool 9
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. .
FEB. 21 Planet Spirit Cheer Clinic Neu‘ teams - get your friends
For boys and girls ages 7 - 15. together to form a team before the
10:00 a.m. - Noon: esday, March 1 new team £
Eden Prairie Shopping Center, megng at 7:00 p.m. at City Center. «
Community Room. ~
$25 Advance registration required.
952-949-8456 . . . . .
FEB. 22 Make & Take This national program is designed to educate girls
Leisure Education program for children for a lifetime of self-respect and healthy living.
with special needs ages 2 - 6 and their
father. 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Staring Lake Outd Center, ..
By - h P The den Praiie Players present
$5 Advance registration required. G’r S on t e Run ages 8- 12 .
952:945-8457 Girls on the Run educates girls in 3rd through 5th grad wiklcki
irls on the Run educates girls in 3r roug grade
2 el ;_28“1?:‘112?;“':':"1165% ted through a variety of fun-filled activities, about healthy
b'y ch' Ec:ien Prair);epPIayers. exercise, eating habits, positive self-
Performances at the High School image and teamwork. Girls of all Eden Prairie Community Center $75
R s | | e R e Mot s
Pay at the door: $10 or $8 for seniors . p : g @4 Mar 21 - May 25 Mar 22 - May 26
and students. 952-949-8441 necessary. The goal is for girls to i . i .
. /walk a 5K as a team at the end of 4:00 - 5:30 pm 3:30-5:00 pm
FEB. 26 Flick-N-Float rﬁn ) #16814 #16815
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Community Center. the session.
$3 Pay at the door. 952-949-8470 Feb 18 & 19 at 7 p.m.
FEB. 26 owl Moon Night Hike GirlS On WaCk Feb 25 & 26 at 7 p.m.
7:00 - 8: .m. -
Dutdoor Canter ages 1214 Feb 27 at 2 p.m.
13765 Staring L;ke Parkway. d - i § Girls on Track uses the same model,
$5 Advance registration required. Eden Prairie Community Center 375  BRUIVE{eTdVENCT R T ofe g [ ISV o
952-949-8479 h for a 6th - 8th grader and the middle Ed.en !’ralrle High School
Tue/Thu school experience Auditorium (north entrance)
FEB. 27 1 .Remember Mama Mar 22 - May 26 P : 17185 Valley View Road
2:00 p.m. Comedy presented 4:00 - 5:30 pm Healthy relationships, avoiding
by the Eden Prairie Players. .
#16816 tobacco, drugs and alcohol, eating
Performances at the High School, . . . At the Door
17185 Valley View Road. dls_orders and personal _safety. $10
Pay at the door: $10 or $8 for seniors For more information contact Beth  This program also provides support to ¢2 o Elins Pt udents
and students. 952-949-8441 DeGree at 952-949-8447. girls in their transition into teen years. . .
. i For more information contact 952-949-8441.
FEB. 28 Swimming Lessons Begin

Monday/Wednesday evening lessons at
Oak Point Pool. Call 952-949-8470 for
lesson information.

Calling all

Eden Prairie

Sponsored by the City of Eden Prairie
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‘Breakfast

(MARCH o
MAR. 1 Adult Softball New Team Meeting
7:00 p.m. Students... ) -l-'lle
City Center, 8080 Mitchell Road.
9525455430 LG L Saturday, ‘I\’!\EE.h 19 llnny
MAR. 3 Open Swim at Oak Point Pool singingq skills and . '
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. b ging the 2005 10:30 am - Noon
MAR. 4 Open Swim at Oak Point Pool ecome € Eden W°_°d Cer_lter .
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Eden Prairie Idol 6310 Indian Chief Road, Eden Prairie
MAR. 4 Mysteries of the Deep . $8
Fun activities for ages 6-10. Complete an application Grandparents and kids of all ages will enjoy a
9:30 a.m. - Noon. Senior Center, and return to the SLIC room hopping good time when you have continental
8950 Eden Prairie Road. #240 by February 22 breakfast with the bunny. It
ggg_éfg_asr;cse;reglstratlon required. Tryouts will b_e an "egg-citing" .
) Tuesday, March 1 morning complete with live
MAR. 4 Trucks,_Tra?ctors & Trailers _ 3-5p.m. entertainment and a spring craft to
Fun activities for ages 3-6 with an EPHS Choir Room Audience make. Bring your camera! N
adult. 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. admission to each Pre-registration required.
Eden Prairie Shopping Center, EP Idol Show - Round I show is $2; which includes one ballot for Contact Nicole Weedman at
Community Room. = . TuesdayilarcinSapin: an audience vote. 942-949-8456 for more
$10 Advance registration required. EPHS Auditorium information
952-949-8456 EP Idol Sh Final A SoulFire Event For more .
MAR. 5 Swimming Lessons Begin _ Tuesd;:/, Ma?c‘l'\v1-5, ;n:’: SouL iy information contact Nicole
Saturday morning lessons at Oak Point EPHS Auditorium el Weedman at 952-949-8456.
Pool or Community Center pool. Call 1 ;
952-949-8470 for lesson information. 4 a
MAR. 5 Water Safety Instructor Aide
fges 2emdup REGISTRATION IS EASY!
9:00 a.m. - Noon for four Saturdays. * * )
Community Center, There are four easy ways to register:
16700 Valley View Road. Internet, phone, mail and in-person.
$45 Advance registration required.
952-949-8447 .. q
. Beginning Genealogy with the Use of J the Internet
MAR. 19 Breakfast with the Bunny *Reqister usina eConnect via the
10:30 a.m. - Noon . g g .
Eden Wood Center internet at www.edenprairie.org
$8 Advance registration required. Saturday, March 19
952-949-8456
1:00 - 4:00 pm
MAR. 19 Climb Your Family Tree P
1:00 - 4:00 p.m. Cummins House. $16 *Qver the phone at
$16 Advance registration required. .
952-949-8450 Cummins House 952-949-8407
MAR. 21 OR 22  Girls on the Run 13600 Pioneer Trail
Girls on Track
Afternoons twice a week. T ts via th
Community Center. ir:‘?;ren)gu[e":r% il\)/fll?at reecords Through the mail
$75 Advance registration required. : i
952-949-8447 g d are available such as vital statistics, to the Community Center
MAR. 26 Tahitian Treat immigration and _n_aturallzatlon regords, _
(R = CETD) (s (o) s census records, military records, ship manifests ]
o ' and a myriad of other documents. In person at the Community Center
MAR. 31 Disney on Ice “Toy Story 2" A $5 optional kit is availablt_e from the ins_tructor. ° i y
Tickets and transportation to Target Instructor Lynda Fay Katers is a genealogist, \$ Senior C
Center. Leave from Community Center, lecturer and author of genealogy books. SN enior Center

16700 Valley View Road at 9:15 a.m.,
return at 1:00 p.m. $20 Advance
registration required. 952-949-8456

Registration Deadline — March 11.

Registration eConnect # 16824

8950 Eden Prairie Road

*If you need a PIN and Family Account Number, stop by the Eden

Prairie Community Center to complete a Family Information Form.



