
Administration = $17.03
Community Development = $3.95
Parks and Recreation = $14.93

Police = $19.47
Fire = $7.57

Public Works = $11.99
Debt = $9.08

Housing and Redevelopment Authority = $.56
Equipment Revolving = $1.91

Capital Improvement Plan = $3.84
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Eden Prairie residents enjoy the newly rennovated Community Center.
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Carbon monoxide is odorless and colorless, and the symptoms 
of CO poisoning can be difficult to distinguish from those 
associated with a common cold or flu; therefore, the signs of a 
problem in the home are often dismissed.

At its Dec. 18, 2007, meeting the Eden Prairie City Council approved a 2008 
City budget. The 2008 budget has a tax levy of $30,665,882, an increase of 
$749,212, or 2.5 percent over the City’s 2007 tax levy of $29,916,670. The 

newly approved City budget for 2008 is $40,851,327, increasing expenditures by 
$1,590,014, or 4 percent over the adopted 2007 City budget.   

The additional property tax impact of the City’s 2008 tax levy on Eden Prairie’s 
median single family home is projected to be at or near zero. The median single 
family home is valued at $374,800 in 2008.  The City’s property taxes on the 
median single family home in 2007 were $1,073. As a result of the Council’s action 
on the City’s 2008 budget, the estimated City property tax for the median single 
family home is $1,072.  

The 2008 City budget includes funding for the continuation of the City’s 
current service, program and staffing levels with a few exceptions. This year’s 
budget includes more than $800,000 for operating costs at the newly expanded 
Community Center. It also includes new staff positions in the Police Department, 
Facilities Division and the Information Technology Division. In addition, the 2008 
budget includes reductions in the scope of two City programming areas: heritage 
preservation and immigrant services. Plans to address these program reductions will 
be presented to the Council in February.

The final budget documents have been submitted to Hennepin County and the 
2008 budget will be posted on the City’s Web site by the end of January.

your Tax dollars at Work
The median single family homeowner in Eden Prairie pays approximately 

$90.33 per month for all City services. These services include Fire and 
Police protection; Public Works, such as water, sewer and roads; Parks and 
Recreation—including caring for more than 1,000 acres of parkland and nearly 
170 miles of trails; and many other services provided by the City.

City Council Adopts 2008 Budget

The City of Eden Prairie street 
Maintenance division is planning to 
test a new substance to keep ice off 

the roads this winter. GeoMelT® is a 
liquid consisting of chloride and beets, 
and can be used as a preventative anti-
ice tool, or mixed with salt and used to 
deice streets after winter weather has 
moved in.  

City street employee Mike schmidt 
says the beet-based GEOMELT was 
chosen over a corn-based substance 
because it is more environmentally 
friendly and has proven to be three 
times less corrosive than the standard 
sand-salt mix. 

“People hear salt and they think 
corrosion,” said Schmidt. “What 
usually happens with the standard 
sand-salt mix is the sand grits cause 
chips in the finish of a car and the salt 
acts as a corrosive. Without the sand 
to cause chipping, the salt cannot 
cause corrosion, because there is no 
bare metal.”

Not only will this new product save 
cars from corrosion, it also saves 
money. When combined with salt 
brine, GEOMELT creates a golden-
brown color that can be easily 
distinguished from snow, helping to 
avoid excessive application to roads. 

Also, because GEOMELT is a 
sticky substance, it bounces 
and scatters less than pure 
salt brine and keeps salt 
in a concentrated area to 
make spring cleanup much 
quicker and less expensive.  

According to Schmidt, 
the additional benefits of 
the GEOMELT substance 
include better friction and 
less bonding of snow and ice 
to roads, allowing plows to 
more easily scrape ice from 

the streets. It is also more effective at 
colder temperatures.  

“Salt brine only works down into 
the single digits and GEOMELT is 
proven to work down to well below 
negative 10 degrees Fahrenheit,” 
said Schmidt.

Schmidt says the substance will 
be tested primarily on steep hills 
and sharp curves. eden Prairie Road, 
dell Road and Mitchell Road are a few 
of the bigger streets scheduled to 
receive a GEOMELT application once 
the temperatures drop down enough 
to provide a true test of the mixture’s 
performance.

“Most of our testing this year will 
be on the main arterial streets,” said 
Schmidt. “Our focus is on protecting 
the safety of drivers on the streets with 
faster speeds.”  

Tom Tesch, manager of street 
maintenance, says Eden Prairie has 
17 plow routes, two of which will be 
testing the new substance. He hopes 
that the test will prove effective by all 
measures and that the City can convert 
even more routes to the GEOMELT and 
salt mixture by next winter.

To kick off the first City Council meeting of 2008 local Boy 
Scout Troop 330 introduced a new tradition to the City of 
Eden Prairie. 

As Mayor Phil young officially called the meeting to order, 
the troop of young boys honorably presented the flags of the 
united states of america and the state of Minnesota, in a flag 
ceremony that will now mark the beginning of all Eden Prairie 
City Council meetings.

“We are proud to have young boys and girls from local 
Scout troops participating in our Council meetings this year,” 
said City Manager scott Neal. “It provides them with an 
opportunity to learn about City government and we enjoy the 
opportunity to meet with them.”

The decision to include a formal flag ceremony with 
color guards consisting of Eden Prairie Scout troops at the 
beginning of each Council meeting was finalized by the Mayor 
and City Council at the end of 2007. 

To schedule a local Scout troop to participate, contact 
Michael barone, assistant to the City Manager, at 952-949-
8433 or mbarone@edenprairie.org.

Eden Prairie Foundation Event Feb. 9

Carbon Monoxide Detectors 
Required By Law
in 2006 the Minnesota state legislature passed 

a law requiring that carbon monoxide (CO) 
detectors be installed in all newly built homes 

starting in 2007, and in all existing homes starting 
in August of 2008. 

“Carbon monoxide poisoning is a real possibility,” warns Eden Prairie 
Fire Chief George esbensen. “Without a CO detector, it is virtually 

impossible to detect high levels of carbon monoxide in the home.” 

The Eden Prairie Fire department urges all homeowners to comply 
with Minnesota state law by installing a CO detector within 10 feet of 
any room used for sleeping. 

Although all tested and approved CO detectors are sufficient for 
detecting carbon monoxide, there are some key elements to look for 

when buying one. Some detectors are more sensitive to carbon monoxide 
than others, meaning they will detect lower levels of the toxin than other less 

sensitive units.

Tips for Purchasing a Co detector:

•  Always choose a CO detector that has been tested and approved. 

•  If you want a detector that monitors low levels of carbon monoxide, look for one that has 
a memory. 

•  If you are not diligent about checking and replacing batteries, a battery-operated CO 
detector is not right for you. Although they allow for less flexible placement, a plug-in 
version may be best.

Tips for installing and Maintaining Co detectors:

•  Never plug a CO detector into an outlet that is controlled by a switch. 

•  Test your CO detector monthly by pushing the device’s test/reset button. 

•  Replace your CO detector every five years, unless the manufacturer recommends sooner. 

Finally, be sure that all members of your household know that if the alarm sounds on a CO 
detector, they should evacuate the home immediately and call 911 for assistance. Always 
leave it to the professionals to determine the source of the carbon monoxide. 

Scout Troops Participate 
in City Council Meetings Clearing the Streets with Beets

City Tests New Snow and Ice Removal Substance

Total Taxes Per Month (Median Single Family Homeowner) = $90.33

boy scout Troop 330 performs the flag ceremony at the first 
City Council meeting of 2008. Since 1981, the eden Prairie Foundation has supported our 

community with grants, scholarships and special gifts to 
other deserving projects within the City. Through these 

projects and gifts, the Foundation strives to enrich the lives of 
all who live or work in the City of Eden Prairie.

The Foundation is supported entirely by corporate and private 
sponsorships as well as the proceeds from its annual fundraising 
event. 

This year’s event, “That’s amore,” will take place Feb. 9 at the 
Minneapolis Marriott Southwest in Minnetonka. Tickets for the 
event are $150 per person. 

For more information about the Eden Prairie Foundation and 
the Annual Fundraising Ball visit edenprairiefoundation.org or 
contact lisa Toomey at 952-221-2123.



Live Well Eden Prairie!
Community Center Open House Jan. 26
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For more information about City of eden Prairie events and meetings visit edenprairie.org or call the City Center at 952-949-8300.

Nov. 30, 2007

T
here was a big meeting 

at Camp eden Wood this 

morning. The City and 

Friendship Ventures hosted the 

Minnesota senate’s Capital 

investment Committee today for 

an hour-long breakfast meeting/

presentation. The Committee was 

here as part of their due diligence 

to learn about the projects that are 

under consideration for inclusion 

in the 2008 State bonding bill.
 

Did you know that 
City Manager scott Neal 
and Fire Chief George 
esbensen host a local 
blog site designed to 
share their personal and 
professional insights 
with the public? 

 
Recent Scott Neal Blog Highlights

•  Municipal Liquor: A Tough Choice

•  The Budget is Done

•  Suburban Legend?

Recent George Esbensen Blog Highlights
•  An Ounce of Prevention

•  Our Lady of Angels School Fire: A Lesson in Fire 
Code Development

•  New Carbon Monoxide Detector Laws Going  
Into Effect

Visit edenprairie.org to read more insights, thoughts 
and opinions from these two City leaders.

state of the City address 
Thursday, Jan. 17 
4 – 6 p.m.

City Manager Scott Neal, School 
District Superintendent Melissa Krull 
and Chamber President Pat MulQueeny 
will meet in the Garden Room at the 
City Center (8080 Mitchell Road) to 
present a recap of 2007 and a look 
ahead to 2008. The event is open to 
the public and will be replayed on 
EPTV Channel 16.

Rock on ice 
Saturday, Jan. 19 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Free event at Miller Park Ice Rink (8405 
Shoreline Drive). Bring the whole family 
along with ice skates and fixings for 
s’mores! Enjoy an evening of skating, a 
live DJ and snacks by the bonfire.

Martin luther King, Jr. day 
Monday, Jan. 21

In honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
the City Center and Senior Center will be 
closed. The Community Center and all 
Eden Prairie Liquor stores will maintain 
regular operating hours.

City Council Meeting dates* 
Tuesday, Jan. 22  
Tuesday, Feb. 12 
*All meetings begin at 7 p.m.

Community Center open house 
Saturday, Jan. 26 
8 a.m. – noon

Take advantage of this opportunity to 
tour the new fitness center, preview  
the fully renovated Community Center, 
and enjoy open skate for just $1 from 
1:30 – 3:30 p.m.

Job Fair 
Saturday, Jan. 26 
2 – 4 p.m.

Stop by the Senior Center to learn more 
about employment positions available 
at the Community Center and in other 
areas of the Eden Prairie Parks and 
Recreation Department.

City Commission open house 
Tuesday, Jan. 29 
5:30 – 8 p.m.

The Open House will provide interested 
residents with the opportunity to learn 
more about serving on City Commissions 
and speak with current Commission 
representatives. The City is accepting 
applications through Feb. 15, 2008, 
for open positions on almost every 
Commission.

eden Prairie Players Present Jake’s Women 
Feb. 15, 16, 22, 23 
7:30 p.m. 
Matinee: Feb. 24 at 2:30 p.m.

Enjoy a local performance of this 
comedy by Neil Simon held at the Eden 
Prairie High School auditorium. Tickets 
available at the door: $12 for adults, $8 
for children, students and seniors.

Presidents day 
Monday, Feb. 18

In honor of Presidents Day the City 
Center and the Senior Center will be 
closed. The Community Center and all 
Eden Prairie Liquor stores will maintain 
regular operating hours.

Whether you choose to live healthy, live happy, live with 
adventure or live in peace, the desire to live well is inherent 
among those who chose to Live, Work and Dream in the City of 
Eden Prairie. 

This is your invitation to Live Well, Eden Prairie! 

•  Start a softball team with friends or coworkers
•  Learn a new craft or teach others with  

the skills you possess
•  Volunteer
•  Participate in a yoga class
•  Explore the many miles of parks  

and trails around the City
•  Begin a new fitness routine
•  Bring the family out for a day of sledding
•  Discover nature
However you define living well, the City of Eden Prairie 

provides you with opportunities to live the life you desire.

For more information about opportunities to help you live well, 
visit edenprairie.org and check out the new Live Well column in 
your monthly issue of Life in the Prairie.

Around Eden Prairie
A Page from the Blog of City Manager Scott Neal

Did You Know?
We have a project. Eden Prairie 

has submitted a requested for just 
under $6,300,000 for a major 
renovation of Camp Eden Wood. 
So today we had the opportunity to 
woo the Senators’ support. I told 
them what we wanted and why we 
wanted it. Our project architect 
told them the details of the project. 
Friendship Ventures staff shared 
the Friendship Ventures story and 
what they would do if the camp 
were to receive the state funds. 
And we ended the presentation with 
presentations from three families 
whose children use the camp. They 
were inspirational and motivational 
stories which I hope stay in the 
memories of the Senators.

Following the presentation the 
Senators got into their van and drove back into the camp area a little further to 
see some of the buildings that might be removed and hear a little bit more about 
the history of the camp.

I think the presentation went pretty well. We will follow up with the Senators 
and get ready to push this initiative ahead in 2008.

      See more of Scott neal’s blog entries by visiting edenprairie.org.

Phase one of the renovation 
and expansion project at the 
Community Center is complete! 

As of Jan. 2, 2008, the new fitness 
center and locker rooms are open 
for use and there is excitement in 
the building.

Now that you’ve resolved to lead 
a healthier lifestyle in 2008, it’s the 
perfect time to find out more about 
how the Community Center can help 
you and your family live well. 

Stop by the Community Center 
open house on Saturday, Jan. 26 
from 8 a.m. to noon. 

The Open House is a great 
opportunity to bring your friends 
and family for a tour of the new 
fitness center, a preview of the fully 
renovated facility and a chance to 
enjoy open swim or open skate 
for just $1. Parks and Recreation 
Department staff will also be on hand 
to introduce the various programs 
and activities offered by the City.

The entire Community Center 
renovation and expansion project 

To live well is to live 
the life you desire! 

is scheduled for completion this spring. 
Once finished, this state-of-the art facility, 
combined with the recreation and fitness 
activities it offers, will be a great tool to 
help you live well.

Visit edenprairie.org for more information 
about the Open House and for construction 
updates on the final phase of the Community 
Center project. 

To view a complete listing of Park and 
Recreation programs including fitness 
classes, community events, concerts and 
much more, visit edenprairie.org.


