
Human Rights Award Nominations

The Human Rights and Diversity 
Commission is currently accepting 
nominations for this year’s Human 

Rights Award.

Each year, this award recognizes 
an Eden Prairie individual, non-profit 
organization, business or youth that has 
worked to create an inclusive community 
spirit through actions, activities or 
programs.

The deadline for nominations is Friday, 
Feb. 29, 2008. Visit edenprairie.org for 
more information or to download a 
nomination form.

Spring 
Wine 
Tasting

Thursday, March 6
7 – 9 p.m.

 

The Garden Room
Eden Prairie City Center

Tickets: $20 per person*

8018 Den Rd. 
Across from Cub Foods

950 Prairie Center Dr. 
Near Rainbow Foods

16502 W. 78th St. 
Next to Kowalski’s

Purchase your tickets today at 
any Eden Prairie Liquor location!

edenprairieliquor.org

952-934-0067 952-937-9366952-914-0032

*Must be 21 years of age to attend. Please drink responsibly.

Move over analog. Digital equipment has 
taken your place. It began with the CD 
replacing the cassette tape, the computer 

replacing the typewriter and on Feb. 17, 2009, 
digital television will replace the analog format.

This transition from analog to digital was 
mandated by the U.S. Congress in order to free 
up frequencies for public safety communications 
such as police and fire departments. 

Basically, all televisions are set up to receive 
either a digital or an analog signal. Since May 
25, 2007, all television equipment being sold 
should have a digital television tuner. Any 
television purchased before that date may utilize 
an analog signal.

The Digital Television Transition

Cable TV in 
Eden Prairie

Comcast operates 
under a non-exclusive 
franchise agreement 

with the City of Eden 
Prairie. Currently Comcast 
is the only company 
providing cable TV service 
within the City.

To contact a Comcast 
representative about 
new or existing service, 
call 1-800-COMCAST. 
Business customers 
should call 1-800-316-
1619. More information 
can also be found at 
comcast.com.

For analog television owners, there are two 
options for converting to digital:

1. Replace your TV with one that has a built-
in digital tuner. It does not have to be a high 
definition television (HDTV), just be sure to look 
for the digital television (DTV) label to make sure 
it can receive a digital signal.

2. Purchase a digital-to-analog set-top converter box to attach to your TV. 
Between January 1, 2008, and March 31, 2009, all U.S. household are 
eligible to receive up to two coupons, worth $40 each, toward the purchase 
of eligible digital-to-analog converter boxes. For more information visit the 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration website at 
ntia.doc.gov/dtvcoupon or call 1-888-388-2009.

According to Comcast, cable provider for the City of Eden Prairie, only 
basic television users will need to take these necessary steps to receive a 
digital signal. 

Cable customers however, should not worry. According to Mary Beth 
Schubert, Comcast vice president of corporate affairs, the company has taken 
the necessary steps to ensure that their customers will be receiving television 
signals after the transition.

“We deliver the signal to the customer’s home in a format that is ready 
for them to use,” she said. “So whether their TV set is old or new, if they 
have cable, they’re ready to go.”

City Converts to Regional 
Radio System
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Eden Prairie Players rehearse for a performance of Jake’s Women.

MARCH 2008

Life in the Prairie  
iS PuBliSHeD By:

City of eden Prairie  
Communications Division

8080 Mitchell Road 
eden Prairie, MN 

55344-4485

952-949-8434
edenprairie.org

YOUR ELECTED CITY OFFICIALS

MAyoR 

Phil Young
952-426-1931

CouNCil MeMBeRS 

Brad Aho
952-949-8300

Sherry Butcher
952-829-5351

Jon Duckstad
952-903-0274

Kathy Nelson
952-941-6613

Aerating Mitchell Lake
For many years the City has worked 

closely with the Minnesota DNR to 
monitor dissolved oxygen levels 

in several Eden Prairie lakes. Readings 
recently taken from the waters in Mitchell 
Lake have indicated a decrease in the 
dissolved oxygen levels reaching a 
threshold at which an aeration process 
is needed.

On Thursday, Feb. 7 the City began 
aerating the water in Mitchell Lake 
using an aeration system provided 
by the DNR to stabilize the level of 
dissolved oxygen.

The drop in oxygen levels was likely 
caused by the opaque layers of snow and 
ice that cover the lake, which restrict the 
amount of sunlight penetrating through to 
the oxygen-producing plant life.

Residents should be advised that the aeration 
system being utilized in this process 

will create a significant area of open 
water on Mitchell lake over time. in 

addition, the ice surrounding the 
area of open water could become 
weakened. 

The aeration site is clearly 
marked with posted signs; 
however residents should 
use extreme caution with any 
activities on Mitchell Lake for 
the remainder of the season.

Please contact the eden 
Prairie Parks Division at 952-

949-8442 or parks@edenprairie.
org with any questions or concerns 

relating to this project.

In the event of a local, state 

or national emergency, the eden 

Prairie Police and Fire Departments 

can now be in instant communication 

with agencies throughout Hennepin 

County and the State of Minnesota.

Until the recent conversion, the City utilized 
an extensive radio system, which allowed 
Eden Prairie’s Police and Fire Departments, 
along with the Street and Park Maintenance 
Departments, and various other City staff to 
communicate on a set of channels dedicated 
to Eden Prairie. This system provided an 
effective means of communication within the 
City, however it did not allow for an ideal level 
of interoperability with other agencies in the 
metro area and throughout the state.

In 2004, the Minnesota legislature 
saw the need for a statewide radio 
communication system and created 
the Allied Radio Matrix for emergency 
Response (ARMER) system. Many 
Minnesota cities have since converted 
to the ARMER radio system. 

Early in 
the summer 
of 2007 the 
City of Eden 
Prairie began 
the process 
converting to 
the ARMER 
system. The 
conversion is 
scheduled to 

be complete no later than June 1, 
2008, and will allow the City’s Police 
and Fire Departments to more easily 
access a broad network of resources in 
the event of an emergency.

“With the ARMER system available to 
us, we have greater capabilities to share 
resources with other jurisdictions in 
Hennepin County,” said Steve Koering, 

assistant fire chief. “If we are in need 
of assistance during an emergency, we 
are now able to establish immediate 
channels of communication with 
emergency responders in neighboring 
cities.”

Not only does the regional system 
allow for broader communication during 
a local emergency, it also opens up 
lines of communication in the event of 
a state or national emergency situation. 
If needed, all of the agencies operating 
on the ARMER system throughout 
Minnesota, including school districts 
and county agencies, could essentially 
switch to a shared channel and work 
together.

With the conversion to the regional 
radio system, Eden Prairie joins 
almost every other city in Hennepin 
County currently operating on the 
ARMER system, thus creating a broad 
infrastructure of communication which 
will enhance the capability of local 
emergency responders to protect and 
serve the Eden Prairie community. 

Sophia Bera and Jenn Hallbrook Berit Mueller and Steve Schmalz
Jenn Hallbrook and Steve Schmalz



Live Well Eden Prairie!
Explore Your Community Parks This Spring
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For more information about City of eden Prairie events and meetings visit edenprairie.org or call the City Center at 952-949-8300.

Did you know that more than 2,000 
Eden Prairie residents participate in a 
citywide reading program each year?

eden Prairie Reads is a program 
designed to promote reading, 
encourage discussion among 
community members and strive for a 
new level of connection throughout the 
Eden Prairie community.

The 2008 Eden Prairie Reads book selection is 
The Weight of All Things by Sandra Benitez. 

Pick up a copy today! Then join Eden Prairie 
Reads on Tuesday, March 4 to meet the author. The 
event will take place at The international School of 
Minnesota (6382 Beach Road) and will begin with a 
small group book discussion at 6:30 p.m., followed 
by a presentation and book signing by author Sandra 
Benitez from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Eden Prairie Reads is a collaborative effort 
between eden Prairie Schools, eden Prairie library, 
eden Prairie Foundation, eden Prairie Barnes & Noble 
Booksellers, the City of eden Prairie and a grass roots 
group of Eden Prairie residents. For more information 
about Eden Prairie Reads events and volunteer 
opportunities visit epreads.org.

Another refreshing spring is right around the corner, and 
with the new season comes a multitude of new and different 
ways to Live Well.

•  Take in a performance by the eden Prairie Players or the 
Community Band.

•  Motivate the creativity in your preschooler with an  
Art Skool program.

•  Help the neighborhood pre-teens focus on friendship and 
fitness through Girls on the Run.

•  Spark your interest in astronomy with a Star Watch 
program at the outdoor Center.

•  Peak your child’s interest in the history of their hometown 
through the little House in eden Prairie program.

•  Revitalize your senses with a beginners Tai Chi class.

•  Brush up on your driving skills with a  
Driver Safety Course.

For those who Live, Work and Dream in the City of Eden 
Prairie, the opportunities to Live Well are endless! 

Visit edenprairie.org or call 952-949-8526 for more 
information on any of the activities listed in this column.

Around Eden Prairie
A Page from the Blog of City Manager Scott Neal

Did You Know?

To live well is to live 
the life you desire! 

     See more of Scott neal’s blog entries by visiting edenprairie.org.

As cabin fever breaks and you 
venture back outdoors this spring, 
take some time to explore the many 

miles of parks in Eden Prairie. 

The City is currently wrapping up a 
year of extensive park reconstruction 
and rejuvenation projects, so as the 
heavy snow of winter melts away, you’re 
sure to notice some exciting changes at 
many of your favorite parks.

Work on edenvale Park, located 
at Valley View Road and edenvale 
Boulevard, will wrap up in early summer. 
After a complete reconstruction, 
Edenvale Park will include a brand 
new park shelter, playground structure, 
basketball court and a larger, more 
convenient parking lot.

Forest Hills Park, located on Holly 
Road, has also undergone a major 
reconstruction, adding a new playground 
structure, park shelter, softball and 
soccer fields, as well as a newly paved 
secondary parking area. 

As you set out to explore, you’ll 
notice that almost every park in Eden 
Prairie has been rejuvenated in some 
way. Prairie View, Birch island, Rustic 
Hills, eden Valley, Round lake, Carmel, 
Purgatory Creek and Miller parks have 
all been revamped.

So, in your quest to Live Well this 
spring, be sure to venture out, take 
a stroll, discover an appreciation for 
nature, play with your children, refresh 
your senses and take advantage of the 
opportunities that Eden Prairie parks 
have to offer!

For park maps and more information 
about Eden Prairie parks visit 
edenprairie.org or call 952-949-8442.

At our 2008 State of the City event last night Mayor Phil young 
made a very special announcement. The owners of this building, the 
Sampson family, have offered to give the building and land to the City 
for use as a community art center.

The building is located at 7650 
Equitable Drive. The building 
was built in the mid-1990s by 
Mr. Roger Sampson. Mr. Sampson 
was a successful businessman 
who built the building as a 
place to create art. Mr. Sampson 
passed away a short time ago. 

His wife and his children wish to 
donate the building to the City so that it can be an art center for the 
community like it was for their family.

This is a very exciting development for Eden Prairie. An art center 
has been a community amenity that Eden Prairie City leaders have been 
wanting for many years. I think the time for an Eden Prairie Art Center 
may be here. The City Council will talk more about this development at 
their Jan. 22 Council meeting to discuss what comes next. 

Very exciting! 

eden Prairie Players Present Jake’s Women 
Feb. 22, 23 
7:30 p.m. 
Matinee: Feb. 24 at 2:30 p.m.

Enjoy a local performance of this comedy 
by Neil Simon held at the Eden Prairie 
High School auditorium. Tickets available 
at the door: $12 for adults; $8 for 
students and seniors.

eden Prairie Reads – Meet the Author! 
Tuesday, March 4 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Join Eden Prairie Reads at The 
International School of Minnesota for a 
discussion of the 2008 citywide book 
selection, The Weight of All Things, and a 
presentation by author Sandra Benitez.

City Council Meeting Dates* 
Tuesday, March 4  
Tuesday, March 18

*All meetings begin at 7 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers at City Center

Spring Wine Tasting 
Thursday, March 6 
7 – 9 p.m.

Eden Prairie Liquor will host an evening 
of wine and hors d’ouvres in The Garden 
Room at City Center. Tickets are $20 per 
person and are available at all three Eden 
Prairie Liquor locations.

Home, landscape & Garden expo 
Saturday, March 8 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Don’t miss this annual springtime event 
hosted by the Eden Prairie Chamber 
of Commerce at Grace Church and 
Conference Facility. Admission is free.

Daylight Savings Time Begins 
Sunday, March 9

Remember to set clocks ahead by  
one hour!

eden Prairie Parks and Recreation  
Spring-Summer Program Guide Available 
Monday, March 10

Live Well this summer, enjoy all that Eden 
Prairie parks and recreation programs 
have to offer! Watch for your copy of the 
program guide in the mail or pick one up 
at City Center or the Community Center.

Breakfast with the Bunny 
Saturday, March 15 
10:30 a.m. – noon

Bring the whole family for a continental 
breakfast complete with children’s games 
and activities at The Garden Room at City 
Center. Registration is required by March 
7. Fee is $9 per person (children under 1 
year admitted free).

Freezin’ for a Reason ‘08  
eden Prairie Polar Bear Plunge 
Saturday, March 15 
Plunge Time: Noon

Cheer on the Eden Prairie Police and Fire 
Departments at Round Lake Park as they 
take the annual Polar Bear Plunge along 
with hundreds of Eden Prairie residents, 
organizations and businesses to support 
Special Olympics Minnesota.

Forest Hills park construction – Fall 2007

New park shelter building – Fall 2007

7650 equitable Drive

Mayor Phil young


