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POLICY AND PROCEDURES FOR VEGETATIVE MANAGEMENT 

 

A. POLICY FOR VEGETATION MANAGEMENT WITHIN THE PUBLIC RIGHT-

OF-WAY AND DRAINAGE, UTILITY OR TRAIL EASEMENTS 

 

1. POLICY PURPOSE:  

 

The purpose of this policy concerning vegetation management, which includes pruning 

and removal of vegetation, is to provide for the safety and protection of right-of-way 

users and their property, to allow for the proper maintenance of roads, trails, sidewalks 

and utilities, and to protect below ground and above ground utility infrastructure. The 

City has limited employee and financial resources and cannot reasonably address all 

vegetation in need of pruning or removal. Vegetation management can be costly.  

Comprehensive vegetation surveys are expensive and require the use of limited resources 

including City personnel, finances, equipment and other resources. Accordingly, the 

Directors of the City departments that are responsible for vegetative management, the 

Director of Public Works and Director of Parks and Recreation Services (hereinafter 

collectively referred to as “Director”) must exercise both discretion and professional 

judgment in determining whether and when to perform vegetation management.  The 

City expects that its agents, employees, and City officials will exercise discretion in 

identifying conditions requiring pruning or removal of vegetation and in scheduling and 

establishing priorities for pruning and removal of vegetation.   

 

2. ESTABLISHMENT OF VEGETATIVE INSPECTION PROCEDURES 

 

The Director shall establish procedures for undertaking vegetative management.  Such 

procedures may include: 

 

(a) An initial survey of City roads, trails, sidewalks and utilities for vegetative 

management. 

 

(b) A schedule for routine vegetative management inspections which may 

include a seven year minimum rotation throughout the entire community 

that corresponds to the pavement management schedule.  

 

(c) A schedule and map of the City’s annual vegetation management program 

published on the City website.   

 

(d) Information on the vegetation management program mailed to all residents 

within a proposed work area normally prior to the start of management 

activities. This information may include a description of the program, 

schedule, contact information and City web address for accessing more 

information about the program.  

 

(e) Criteria for determining whether a particular City road, trail, sidewalk or 

utility is in need of vegetative management.  Those criteria may include, 
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but not necessarily be limited to the following considerations: improve 

sight lines, increase safety, and maintain public and private property and 

infrastructure.  

 

(f) Implementation of a training program for City maintenance employees 

and their designees undertaking vegetative management. Such training 

may include proper tree care standards, use of equipment and work zone 

protection.   

 

(g) Identification of priority situations and locations for vegetative 

management.  

 

 


