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Spotlight on City Staff

Meet the 2008 award Winners!
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Opening Day at Round Lake Stadium
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steve durham 
Winner of the Carl J. Jullie award  
for excellence in Customer service

year you joined the City: 1982

Current position: Planner II, Planning Division

brief description of what you do:  Through the years just about 
everything having to do with the Planning Division. In the early 
years I worked in zoning enforcement and with all the new 
development projects. Currently I provide information about 
land use codes, sign information, process sign permits, liaison 
for the 2010 Census, process variance requests, and update 
the electronic maps for zoning and guide plan maps. 

Why do you think eden Prairie is a great place to live, work and 
dream? I like living here because the community provides for 
most of my needs.  It is rare that I have to leave Eden Prairie to 
find daily services. This reduces my carbon foot print!

Regina herron 
Winner of the City Manager Quality award

year you joined the City: 2004

Current position: Planner II, Planning Division

brief description of what you do: Responsible for inquiries from 
residents, developers, businesses and realtors about the guide 
plan, zoning regulations, demographic trends and development 
possibilities. I provide staff support to the Planning Commission 
and I am also the planning staff liaison to Hennepin County for 
coordination of proposed light rail transit.

What is your favorite place in eden Prairie, and why? Round Lake 
Park — you can find me playing softball there 2-3 days a week 
during the summer and fall, or broomball during the winter.

Kevin M. horgan 
Winner of the City Manager Quality award

year you joined the City: 2006  

Current position: Lead Maintenance Technician,  
Water Treatment Plant

brief description of what you do: I am responsible for the daily 
maintenance of the treatment plant, ensuring that all of the 
equipment and facilities used in the production of water are 
operating properly.

What is your work/educational background? I went to a vocational 
high school in Massachusetts where I studied photo-offset 
printing and masonry. After graduating, I joined the U.S. 
Marines and served five years, receiving my avionics training 
and helicopter experience. I went to East Coast Aero Technical 
School for two years following my discharge and landed a 
position with Northwest Airlines in St. Paul, Minn. I completed 
my associate’s degree in aviation maintenance technology in 
the spring of 2007. Since working for the City of Eden Prairie, 
I have earned class D and C water licenses.

scott Kipp 
Winner of the dr. Jean l. harris award for Community service

year you joined the City: 1984

Current position: Senior Planner, Planning Division

brief description of what you do: My job involves all aspects 
of planning for the City, including: comprehensive land 
use planning; land development; staff reports and public 
presentations to the planning commission and City Council; 
City code amendments; and significant contact with the public. 
I am also the staff liaison to the City’s Flying Cloud Airport 
Advisory Commission. 

What do you like best about coming to work for the City every day? 
The variety of work that I am privileged to be involved with, 
from helping new residents get settled, to reviewing complex 
development projects. Each and every project and contact is 
important to me.      

James Morrow 
Winner of the James Clark award for excellence in Teamwork

year you joined the City: 1989

Current position: Lieutenant, Police Department 

brief description of what you do: Commander in the Support 
Division: 911 Dispatch, Crime Scene Unit, Records Unit, 
Property and Evidence Room, Training Unit, Domestic Abuse 
Response Team, Crime Prevention, Recruitment and Hiring, 
Liquor/Tobacco Licensing and Code Enforcement, Animal 
Control and Community Service Unit.

What would you like residents to know? That the Police 
Department works very hard and takes great pride making 
sure that all residents feel comfortable and safe within this 
community. That the back bone of this department, patrol 
officers, are a great bunch of officers who not only will hold the 
hand of the injured or lost but will be the first ones to risk their 
lives in order for others to be safe.

Three Reasons to Celebrate 
A new Art Center, Refurbished Amphitheater and Barrier-Free Playground

Eden Prairie Art Center

After years of envisioning the possibilities of an art center 
in Eden Prairie, the dream has finally come true!

In April 2008, the Eden 
Prairie City Council 
officially accepted the gift 
of a 5,400-square-foot 
building from the family of 
Roger sampson, a former 
Eden Prairie resident who 
built the building in 1995 
as a place to create art. It 
is the largest single gift 
ever offered to the City of 
Eden Prairie.

Now, after months of 
developing programs 
and completing minor 
renovations to the facility, 
the time has come to 
celebrate! Join us for the 
Grand Opening of the new art Center on Tuesday, May 26 
from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. at 7650 equitable drive. 

Be there for the dedication ceremony at 5:30 p.m. and bring 
the whole family for tours, art demonstrations, refreshments 
and special prizes. Enjoy performances by the Splatter 
Sisters, Eden Prairie Idol and the Dixieland Band and don’t 
miss your opportunity to participate in art projects and the 
sidewalk drawing contest. The event is free.

Questions? Call lindsey scott, art center coordinator, at  
952-949-8304. To view a full listing of the courses offered 
at the new Art Center, visit edenprairie.org/parksbrochure.

Originally constructed in the spring of 1990, the staring 
lake amphitheatre has been a place of entertainment for 
more than 20 years. Theater production groups, choirs, 
bands, children’s groups and others have utilized the stage 
to bring hours of entertainment to Eden Prairie residents. 

Now, after being closed for renovations for more than a 
year, the Staring Lake Amphitheatre, 14800 Pioneer Trail, 
is back and better than ever. Join us in celebrating the 
grand re-opening on sunday, June 14 at 1:30 p.m.

The refurbished amphitheater features:

• An improved sound system 
• A newly surfaced stage 
• A re-shingled and ventilated roof 
• Newly treaded stairways

After the ribbon-cutting ceremony, stick around for the 
19th annual Minnesota Festival of Jazz on the Prairie 
where you can hear area favorites such as the Jazz on 
the Prairie Big Band, River City Jazz Orchestra and the 
Good News Big Band. Also, be sure to enjoy the Rib Fest 
benefitting the Eden Prairie Noon Rotary and purchase 
ribs, chips, coleslaw, beer and beverages. 

For a complete schedule of 
Staring Lake Amphitheatre 
events, check out the Sounds 
Around Town brochure  
in the June 4 issue of 
the Eden Prairie NEWS. 
Questions? Call the Parks and 
Recreation information line at  
952-949-8449, ext. 5.

Miller Park is no longer just an ordinary park! The 
new “barrier-free” park features accessible pathways and 
surface structures which gives individuals with mobility 
impairments access to all levels of the play structure. The 
design allows individuals of all abilities the opportunity 
to play together, giving them the opportunity to thrive.  
 
Join us at the park, 8208 eden Prairie Road, for the 
Grand Opening celebration on Tuesday, June 16 at 
5:45 p.m. and see what makes this park so special! 
Enjoy the Teddy Bear Band from 6:15 to 7 p.m. along 
with a face-painting booth and custard from Culver’s. 
 

The idea for the playground 
was first suggested by Mike and 
Jenny Garvin, in hopes to create 
a place where their daughter, 
Ashley, who was diagnosed 
with cerebral palsy, could play 
alongside other children her 
age. With the help of friends 

and family, the Garvin family raised more than $211,000 
through the Tom & Kathy Miller Foundation toward the 
barrier-free playground. Combined with $110,000 from 
the City’s Capital Improvement Fund, this was enough to 
complete a swing area, a barrier-free play structure, and a 
sand and water table. To learn more about the fundraising 
effort, visit ashleyandfriendsplayground.com.

To view a preliminary map of the finished park and see 
plans for further construction, visit edenprairie.org. Contact 
the Parks and Recreation department at 952-949-8441 with 
any questions.

Staring Lake Amphitheatre Miller Park Barrier-Free Playground

Each spring, City Manager scott Neal invites City employees to gather and give recognition to fellow staff members. At this gathering, employees celebrating milestone anniversaries are recognized 
and thanked for their many years of service. In addition, several staff members, having been nominated by their peers and selected by City leaders, are presented with awards of excellence 
for their service to the City of Eden Prairie.

Kathleen Porta 
Winner of the City Manager Quality award

year you joined the City: Full-time in 1995; and part-time for 
10 years prior to that, during elections.

Current position: City Clerk, Office of the City Manager

brief description of what you do: I perform statutory duties that 
include administering elections, managing official records, 
maintaining the City Code and serving as the data practices 
compliance officer.

Why do you think eden Prairie is a great place to live, work and 
dream? Eden Prairie has been an excellent place to live and 
raise our family for 28 years. The City is a beautiful and safe 
community with great parks, sports and recreation programs, 
schools and many wonderful residents.

Christine Ruzek 
Winner of the City Manager Quality award

year you joined the City: 2005

Current position: Sr. Human Resources Generalist,  
Human Resources

brief description of what you do: I lead the operations 
team to manage human resources transactions (new hires, 
performance reviews, etc.), manage projects focused on 
organizational strategies to improve the effectiveness and 
efficiency of practices and processes, develop recruitment 
and selection strategies, and lead projects related to human 
resources initiatives.

What do you like best about coming to work for the City 
every day? I like working in an organization focused on 
serving the City of Eden Prairie. I enjoy being a strategic 
partner to City leaders, working in an environment filled 
with employees who take pride in their work and having 
the ability to shape our environment for the better. 

Front (l to R): Christine Ruzek, City Manager scott Neal, Kathleen Porta, Regina herron. 
back (l to R): lt. James Morrow, scott Kipp, Kevin horgan. 

Photo Credit: Robert Lawton



Live Well Eden Prairie!
Enjoy the 2009 Eden Prairie Concert Series

JUNE 2009

Around Eden Prairie
A Page from the Blog of City Manager Scott Neal Did You Know?

To address Eden Prairie’s growing water needs, the City spent 
much of last summer constructing its 16th well in Pheasant 
Woods Park. The addition of this new well will be especially 

appreciated during the summer months when water can 
sometimes be in short supply; however, because outdoor water 
use consumes a significant portion of the City’s water supply 
each year, it is always important for residents and businesses to 
continue to practice water conservation.

outdoor Water Conservation Tips:

•  Collect rainwater in a rain 
barrel or cistern and reuse it 
to water plants.

•  Use a soil probe to test soil 
moisture and water only when 
a soil probe shows dry soil.

•  Water less frequently and 
more thoroughly – lawns need 
about 1 inch per week.

•  Water in the morning or early 
evening to reduce the amount 
lost to evaporation.

•  Use mulch to retain moisture and control weeds that can 
compete with plants for water.

•  Plant native plants that are tolerant to variations in local 
climate and generally need little watering.

•  Limit your turf area and landscape the rest of your yard with 
native plants.

•  Consider drip irrigation systems around trees and shrubs.

•  Install rain sensors on automatic sprinkler systems to monitor 
soil moisture and prevent unneeded watering.*

•  Keep lawn free of weeds that can rob your plants of water  
and nutrients.

•  Mow as infrequently as possible, it puts the grass under 
additional stress that requires more water. 

•  Mow higher than normal, longer leaf surfaces (3 inches or 
more) promote deeper rooting and shade the root zone.

Eden Prairie City Code Chapter 3.3 §12 also regulates lawn 
watering on an odd-even daily schedule. For a full copy of the 
City of Eden Prairie Water use Restriction ordinance, visit the 
City Code page at edenprairie.org.

* While supplies last, the City of Eden Prairie is offering a rebate 
of up to $100 for the installation of qualified rain sensors on 
automatic sprinkler systems. For more information, or to obtain 
a rebate application, contact leslie stovring, environmental 
coordinator, at 952-949-8327 or lstovring@edenprairie.org.

Our Environment 
Outdoor Water Conservation

     See more of Scott neal’s blog entries by visiting edenprairie.org.

For more information about City of eden Prairie events and meetings visit edenprairie.org or call the City Center at 952-949-8300.

Memorial day Celebration 
Monday, May 25 
11 a.m.

Commemorate Memorial Day at the Eden 
Prairie Veterans Memorial in Purgatory 
Creek Park, visit epveteransmemorial.org 
for details.

art Center Grand opening 
Tuesday, May 26 
4:30–7:30 p.m.

Gather with family and friends to celebrate 
the opening of the Eden Prairie Art 
Center with art demonstrations, activities, 
entertainment, refreshments and prizes.

Flying Cloud airport advisory Commission 
airport informational Meeting 
Thursday, May 28 
7–9 p.m. 
Hennepin Technical College 

An informational meeting about the 
Metropolitan Airports Commission’s (MAC) 
2009 construction plans and schedule for 
completing the expansion of the Flying 
Cloud Airport.

Women’s Fire service expo 
Saturday, May 30 
7:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Learn more about what it takes to become 
a firefighter, join the North Star Women’s 
Firefighters Association for the 2009 
Women’s Fire Service Expo. Participation 
is free and registration is required by May 
22; visit nswfa.org for more information.

arts in the Garden 
Saturday, June 6 
10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
J.R. Cummins Homestead 

Find a variety of treasures from artists, 
crafters and food vendors, then enjoy a 
performance by the Community Band at 
1:30 p.m.

all american Fishing derby 
Saturday, June 13 
9–11 a.m. 
Round Lake Park

Join the Optimist Club of Eden Prairie 
for this exciting competition! Registration 
is free and begins at 9 a.m. for youth 
ages 15 and under, accompanied by a 
parent or guardian, and there are prizes 
for everyone! For more information call 
952-941-5740.

Minnesota Festival of Jazz on the Prairie 
Sunday, June 14 
1:30 p.m. 
Staring Lake Amphitheatre 

Be there for the dedication of the newly 
refurbished Staring Lake Amphitheatre, 
then enjoy the 19th Annual Minnesota 
Festival of Jazz on the Prairie and Rotary 
Rib Fest 2009.

barrier-Free Play area Grand opening 
Tuesday, June 16 
5:30–7:30 p.m. 
Miller Park

Be there for the grand opening and see 
how the play area fosters confidence in 
youth of all abilities, plus enjoy a special 
performance by the Teddy Bear Band  
at 6 p.m.

City Council Meeting* 
Tuesday, June 16

*Meetings begin at 7 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at the City Center.

eden Prairie Players Present Peter Pan 
June 18–21 and 25–28  
7 p.m. 
Staring Lake Amphitheatre 

Sit back and enjoy a summer evening with 
a free performance of Peter Pan, a musical 
based on the play by James M. Barrie.

They say that satisfying your musical tastes is the key to a happy and whole heart. If that’s 
the case, then there will be a lot of happy hearts in Eden Prairie this summer! Whether 
you enjoy country music, jazz, classical or rock, the 2009 Summer Concert Series is sure 

to satisfy your craving. 

If you’re someone who enjoys a variety of music, 
the 2009 “starring at staring” concert series is 
just what you need. Stop by the newly refurbished staring lake amphitheatre 
at 14800 Pioneer Trail every Sunday, Wednesday and Friday night June 14– 
aug. 15 and enjoy a free concert featuring musicians from all over Minnesota. 
Remember to pack a picnic basket, a blanket or lawn chair and get ready to 
sit back, relax and enjoy! Find a full schedule of events at edenprairie.org.

If musical theater is more your style, the eden Prairie Players have just 
the thing for you. Stop by the Staring Lake Amphitheatre and enjoy a 
performance of Peter Pan June 18–21 and 25–28 at 7 p.m. Delight in old 
musical favorites such as “Never Never Land,” “I Won’t Grow Up” and “I’m 
Flying.” admission is free, but donations are accepted. To learn more about 
the Eden Prairie Players, visit edenprairieplayers.com.

Is bluegrass what you’re looking for? Don’t miss the Riley-Jacques Twilight special at 
7:30 p.m. on saturday, June 20 at 9100 Riley Lake Road. Featuring the Middle Spunk 
Creek Boys, this is good old-fashioned country at its best. Admission for adults is $5, 
students and seniors $3, and tickets are available at the door. For a full listing of Twilight 

Special events, visit edenprairie.org/parksbrochure.

Especially for the little ones, the annual Kidstock 
series is perfect for families and groups who want to 
get out and enjoy some free, kid-friendly fun. Meet at 
the amphitheater every Tuesday morning from 10:30 to  
11:30 a.m. June 23–aug. 11 and enjoy the sounds and 
stories of children’s entertainers from around the Twin 
Cities. Featured performers include the Splatter Sisters, 
Bob the Beach Comber, Wendy’s Wiggle Jiggle and Jam, 
and many more. For a full listing of KidStock performances, 
visit edenprairie.org/parksbrochure.

For a full schedule of 2009 musical events, check out the Sounds Around Town brochure in 
the June 4 issue of Eden Prairie NEWS or visit edenprairie.org. Make music part of your life 
this summer and remember to Live Well, Eden Prairie!

Did you know that Eden Prairie 
has an award-winning group of 
911 dispatchers?

On July 17, 2008, dispatchers 
Rachel selness, beth sams and laurie 
henning received a call reporting a 
man trapped in a deep trench at a 
residential construction site. 

For the six hours following that call, 
these dispatchers coordinated efforts 
to send a large number of resources 
to the scene including the Eden 
Prairie Police and Fire departments, 
Public Works department and Police 
Reserves, as well as emergency 
medical technicians from hennepin County Medical Center and other public safety 
personnel from Bloomington, Edina, Minnetonka and Minneapolis.

This rescue was the dispatchers’ first true test using a new radio system designed for 
large-scale mutual-aid incidents. They faced many unforeseen obstacles during the 
initial communications of the incident and were able to use their training and experience 
to overcome those obstacles by finding workaround solutions.

On April 16, 2009, Selness, Sams and Henning received an award from the Minnesota 
Chapter of the association of Public safety Communications officials (APCO) for their 
dedication and service to public safety personnel during the trench rescue.

Have you ever watched a City 
Council meeting? 

In the old days when I started 
working for city governments, 
if you wanted to watch a 
City Council meeting you had 
to show up at the place at 
which the meeting was taking 
place – most likely the City 
Hall. Today, you can watch a 
live Eden Prairie City Council 
meeting from the comfort 
of your own home either on 
EPTV-16 on your Comcast 
cable television or on your 
computer [via the CITY TV 
link] at edenprairie.org.

If you can’t 
catch the live 
show, you can watch the replay of the Council meeting on EPTV-16 during the 
week following the Council meeting. Or, and this is even better, you can watch the 
Council meeting tape on the City’s Web site.

If you watch the meeting replay on the City’s Web site [via the CITY TV link] you 
can watch the whole thing in real time or you can click on individual action items 
on the linked agenda and view that specific part of the Council meeting. It can 
save you a lot of time.

Enjoy!

eden Prairie City Council (l to R):  
Jon duckstad, Kathy Nelson, Mayor Phil young, brad aho, Ron Case.

dispatchers laurie henning and beth sams.  
Not pictured: Rachel selness.


