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Meet the 2008 Officer and firefighter of the Year
On Wednesday, May 20, the Eden Prairie 
Police department proudly awarded the 
2008 Police Officer of the Year award to 
officer Jim schlossmacher.

year you joined the City: 1985

Current position: School Liaison Officer

brief description of what you do: I am 
currently assigned to the high school. 
We enforce criminal 
laws and work to 
ensure the safety 
at the school. We 
investigate child 
protection laws and 
teach classes at the 
high school.

What would you like 
residents to know? It has been a pleasure 
to have the opportunity to work with the 
students in Eden Prairie.

What is your work/educational background? I graduated from St. Cloud State 
University with a degree in criminal justice studies. I have been an officer 
with the Eden Prairie Police Department for 24 years.

What do you like best about working for the City? The quality of the employees 
who work for the City; I work with some of the finest people around.

On Thursday, March 12, the Eden 
Prairie Fire department proudly awarded 
the 2008 Firefighter of the Year Award 
to Firefighter Jeff dezenski.

year you joined the City: 2004

Current position: Firefighter, EMT, Fire 
Department Quartermaster

brief description of what you do: 
Firefighter, provide 
medical rescue 
and oversee the 
stocks of various 
equipment for the 
Fire Department.

What would you like 
residents to know?  
I have been a 
resident of Eden 
Prairie since 1986. Working with the Fire 
Department allows me to give back to the community.

What is your work/educational background? I am a graduate 
of St. John’s University and I have owned D&F Communications, a 
business telecommunications equipment and cabling company,  
since 1989.

What do you like best about working for the City? I get to work with some 
outstanding people. The Fire Department, police and emergency dispatch 
personnel are all top notch individuals. And I get to drive the big red trucks!

Spotlight on City Staff

Each year, more than 200 men and women put their lives on the line 
to protect and serve the Eden Prairie community with duty, honor 
and courage. And each year, two of these brave public servants 

demonstrate the commitment, dedication and leadership it takes to be 
nominated and chosen to receive the honor of Eden Prairie Police Officer 
and Firefighter of the Year.

Jim schlossmacher 

2008 Police officer of the year

Jeff dezenski

2008 Firefighter of the year

The science of astronomy was one of the 
earliest understood and applied by man, 
creating a fascination with the universe 

and sense of wonder that has inspired many 
over thousands of years. Soon, the City of 
Eden Prairie will break ground on a project 
that will provide a glimpse into the cosmos 
and open the world of astronomy to new 
generations for many years to come.

This astronomical project began in 2006 with 
the gift of a telescope, a donation from the 
Minnesota astronomical society, to the City 
of Eden Prairie. The telescope, a 9-foot tall, 
16-inch Cassegrain, is one of the largest in 
the state of Minnesota and was first used by 
the University of Minnesota in Duluth. 

After accepting the telescope as a gift, the 
City spent the last few years planning for and 
designing an observatory building to house 
it. Now, generous contributions from doug 
and Carolyn Kohrs of Edina and other donors 
from the Eden Prairie community have made 
it possible for the City to move forward with 
the observatory project, and the telescope will 
finally have a new home.

“Our plan is to build the observatory on the 
shores of Staring Lake,” said Jay lotthammer, 
Eden Prairie’s director of parks and recreation. 
“We have a great astronomy program at the 
Staring Lake outdoor Center and the addition 
of this telescope will literally open up a new 
world of possibilities for that program.”

The observatory project is scheduled to be 
completed in the fall of 2009 when the deep 
space telescope will be erected once again 

to provide a detailed view of the night 
sky, bringing the awe of the universe 

to hundreds of future scientists and 
astronomy lovers right here in 

Eden Prairie.

“We are very fortunate to be 
the recipients of this generous 
gift,” said Lotthammer, “and 
we are extremely grateful 
for the contributions made 
by the Kohrs family and 
others, which have brought 
this project to life.”

Visit edenprairie.org and check it out today!

• Subscribe to receive e-mails on the topics of your choice

• Access public documents online

• Watch City Council and Planning Commission meetings live and on-demand

• View streaming videos or watch the City’s cable channel EPTV 16 live

BLOGS DOCS  NEWS  TV

At the Oct. 21, 2008, City Council meeting a plan 
was approved to move forward 
with Phase Two of the City’s 

20-40-15 initiative. This program, 
aimed at improving energy 
efficiency in City facilities 
by 20 percent, improving 
the fuel efficiency of 
the City’s vehicle fleet by  
40 percent and achieving these 
goals by the year 2015, is being 
completed in a series of phases, the 
first of which was finished in the summer of 2008.

Phase Two, which the City has spent the past six 
months completing, focused on the lighting, heating, 
cooling and water usage at many City facilities. 

“The projects completed in the first two phases of the 
20-40-15 initiative will save 480,840 kilowatt-hours 
or 2,466 therms of gas over the next 13 years,” said 
Paul sticha, City of Eden Prairie facilities manager. 
“That equates to 492 metric tons of carbon dioxide, 
which is equivalent to taking 89 cars off the road.”

In addition, the City has several energy-efficiency 
projects that may take place sooner than originally 
scheduled and budgeted for thanks to $627,000 
in federal grants. These grant funds are already 
allotted to Eden Prairie and, as long as the federally 
funded projects are deemed to fit specific criteria, 
they will help bring the City significantly closer to its 
20-40-15 goals. 

If approved, the federal grants would cover the 
following changes and improvements:

•  The installation of a new, more efficient energy 
management system which would control all 
heating, ventilating and air conditioning units 
as well as most of the interior lighting at the 
City Center.

•  The replacement of an existing ice rink dehumidifier 
at the Community Center, with a more cost-effective 
waste heat dehumidifier.

•  The replacement of three major pieces of cooling 
equipment at the City Center with more energy-
efficient units.

•  The replacement of parking lot lights at four City 
parks with energy-efficient LED lighting.

To accomplish the goals set forth in the 20-40-15 
initiative, the City is working closely with McKinstry 
Company, a firm touted by President barack obama as 
a “model for the nation” for their work in retrofitting 
schools and office buildings throughout the country 
to make them more energy efficient. 

With the completion of Phases One and Two, the 
City will be 40 percent of the way toward the overall 
goal of improving energy efficiency in its facilities 
by 20 percent. And, as guaranteed by McKinstry 
Company, all of the projects associated with the 
20-40-15 initiative are self-funding, that is the 
energy savings are or will be great enough to pay for 
the improvements.  

20-40-15 Update

On a sunny morning in April, hundreds of Eden 
Prairie residents and several organizations 
stepped out and did their part to maintain 

the beauty of Eden Prairie’s many miles of parks 
and trails. The City of Eden Prairie would like to 
thank all of those who participated in this year’s  
Park Cleanup day!

Park Cleanup Day 2009
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Do I need to take special precautions? 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immunocompromised 
individuals, such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have had organ transplants, people with HIV/
AIDS or other immune system disorders, and certain elderly individuals and infants, can be at higher risk of infection. These 
individuals should seek advice about drinking water from their healthcare providers. Environmental Protection Agency and Centers 
for Disease Control guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium are available from the Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

2008 DRINkINg WATER REPORT

The 2008 Drinking Water Report includes 
the monitoring results of the City of Eden 
Prairie’s drinking water for the period 

Jan. 1 through Dec. 31, 2008, as required 
by the Minnesota Department of Health. The 
purpose of this report is to advance consumer 
understanding of drinking water and heighten 
awareness of the need to protect precious 
water resources.

Where Does My Water Come From?
The City of Eden Prairie provides drinking water to 
residents from a groundwater source. This includes 
groundwater wells ranging from 379 to 420-feet deep  
that draw water from the Jordan and Prairie Du Chien-
Jordan aquifers.

The water provided to customers meets drinking water 
standards, but the Minnesota Department of Health also 
makes a determination as to how vulnerable the source 
of water may be to future contamination incidents. If 
you wish to obtain the entire source water assessment 
regarding your drinking water, please call 651-201-4700 
or 800-818-9318 (press 5) during normal business hours. 
You can also view the source water assessment report 
online at health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/water/swp/swa. 

Contact Information / Volunteer Opportunities
Call Rick Wahlen, manager of utility operations, at  
952-949-8530 if you have questions about the City of 
Eden Prairie’s drinking water or would like information 
about opportunities to volunteer for the household water 
testing program for lead and copper. If you have questions 
regarding lawn watering and conservation surcharge 
policies, or would like additional copies of this report, 
contact leslie stovring, environmental coordinator, at  
952-949-8327 or lstovring@edenprairie.org. 

Educational Opportunities
The Eden Prairie Water Treatment Plant has an outstanding 
environmental learning center and conducts tours for 
groups wishing to learn more about public water systems. 
In addition, Eden Prairie hosts the Twin Cities branch of 
the Water Environment Technologies program conducted 
by st. Cloud Technical College. This 12-month program 
provides adult students with the skills needed to qualify 
for a job in this rapidly growing industry and is the 
only program of its kind in Minnesota providing hands-
on experience in an actual water treatment plant. For 
more information on this program, please contact St. 
Cloud Technical College at 800-222-1009, or instructors  
bill spain at bspain@sctc.edu or Keith Redmond at 
kredmond@sctc.edu.

Water Quality Monitoring Results
No contaminants were detected at levels that violated 
federal drinking water standards; however, some 
contaminants were detected in trace amounts that 
were below legal limits. The tables that follow show the 
contaminants that were detected in trace amounts during 
the 2008 calendar year. Some contaminants are sampled 
less often than once per year because the concentrations 
of these contaminants do not change frequently. As a 
result, not all contaminants were sampled for in 2008. 
If any of these contaminants were detected the last time 
they were sampled for, they are included in the table 
along with the date that the detection occurred.

Key to Abbreviations
AL — Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant, 
which if exceeded, triggers treatment or other 
requirement that a water system must follow.

MCLG — Maximum Contaminant Level Goal: The level 
of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is 
no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a 
margin of safety.

MCL — Maximum Contaminant Level: The highest level 
of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs 
are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best 
available treatment technology.

MRDL — Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level.

MRDLG — Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal.

N/A — Not Applicable (does not apply).

90th Percentile Level — This is the value obtained 
after disregarding 10 percent of the samples taken 
that had the highest levels. For example, in a situation 
in which 10 samples were taken, the 90th percentile 
level is determined by disregarding the highest result, 
which represents 10 percent of the samples. Note: In 
situations where only five samples are taken, the average 
of the two with the highest levels is taken to determine 
the 90th percentile level.

ppb — Parts per billion, which can also be expressed as 
micrograms per liter (µ g/l).

ppm — Parts per million, which can also be expressed as 
milligrams per liter (mg/l).

Contaminant (units) MRDLG MRDL **** ***** Typical Source of Contaminant

Chlorine (ppm) 4 4 0.6 – 1.3 0.85 Water additive used to control microbes.

**** Highest and Lowest Monthly Average
***** Highest Quarterly Average

Contaminant (units) MCLG MCL         Level Found  Typical Source of Contaminant
   Range (2006) Average / Result* 

Radioactive Contaminants

Alpha Emitters (pCi/l)  0 15.4 N/A 1.0 Erosion of natural deposits.
(10/24/2002)

Inorganic Contaminants

Fluoride (ppm)  4.0 4.0 0.84 – 1.1 0.9  State of Minnesota requires all municipal 
water systems to add fluoride to the drinking 
water to promote strong teeth. Also erosion 
of natural deposits and discharge from 
fertilizer and aluminum factories.

Volatile Organic Contaminants

Haloacetic Acids  0 60.0 N/A  8.4 Byproduct of drinking water disinfection
(HAA5) (ppb)     

TTHM 0 80.0 N/A  20 Byproduct of drinking water chlorination.
(Total trihalomethanes) (ppb) 

Microbiological Contaminants

Total Coliform Bacteria 0 present  >5% present N/A 1% Naturally present in the environment.

*  Average / Result – This is the value used to determine compliance with federal standards. It is sometimes the highest value detected 
and sometimes is an average of all the detected values. If it is an average, it may contain sampling results from the previous year.

** Follow-up Sampling showed no contamination present.

Contaminant (units) MCLG AL     90% Level    # sites over AL Typical Source of Contaminant

Inorganic Contaminants – Source Water (Household Testing)

Copper (ppm)  N/A 1.3   0.04 0 out of 30  Corrosion of household plumbing
     systems; erosion of natural deposits.

Lead N/A 15  3 0 out of 30 Corrosion of household plumbing 
     systems; erosion of natural deposits.

If present, infants and children who drink water containing lead in excess of the action level could experience delays 
in their physical or mental development. Children could show slight deficits in attention span and learning abilities. 
Adults who drink this water over many years could develop kidney problems or high blood pressure.  

When water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap 
for 30 seconds to two minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your 
water, you may wish to have your water tested.

Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from 
the Safe Drinking Water Hotline, 1-800-426-4791, or at epa.gov/safewater/lead. 

Some contaminants do not have Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) established for them. These “Unregulated Contaminates” are 
assessed using state standards known as health risk limits to determine if they pose a threat to human health. If unacceptable levels 
of an unregulated contaminant are found, the response is the same as if an MCL has been exceeded — the water system must inform 
its customers and take other corrective actions. In the table that follows are the unregulated contaminants that were detected.

Contaminant (units)  Level Found   Typical Source of Contaminant
 Range (2006)  Average/Result

Unregulated Contaminants

Sodium (ppm) N/A  8.7  Erosion of natural deposits.
(10/16/2006) 

Sulfate (ppm)  N/A  21.9  Erosion of natural deposits.
(10/16/2006) 

Interesting Facts about Our Water
Reducing Water Hardness
It’s a little known fact that the City’s water treatment plant 
reduces the hardness of Eden Prairie’s water with pebble lime. 
The process reduces hardness from about 18 grains of hardness 
per gallon to 5 to 7 grains, which is considered to be moderately 
hard. To the average homeowner this means fewer stains or 
build-up in sinks, tubs and toilet bowls, as well as needing less 
soap to wash dishes and clothes, or to bathe. This happens 
because lime raises the pH of the water, and the higher the pH 
the more hardness is removed. Due to the reduced hardness, 
water softeners are not necessary in Eden Prairie; however, 
homeowners may still choose to soften their water more. 

Adding Fluoride
Trace amounts of fluoride is added to our water system for the 
prevention of tooth decay. The State of Minnesota regulates the 
amount of fluoride in municipal water, which must be in the range 
of about 0.9−1.4ppm (parts per million). The Eden Prairie Water 
Treatment Plant keeps the dosage around 1ppm. Fluoride is 
tested at the plant every three to four hours for its concentration, 
and daily samples are collected by field crews from various 
points in the distribution system. The treatment plant submits a 
monthly fluoride report to the Minnesota Department of Health 
listing daily averages and sample point results.

Why are there Contaminants in My Drinking Water?
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled 
water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs 
and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or 
through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals, 
and in some cases radioactive material, and can pick up 
substances resulting from the presence of animals or from 
human activity.  

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably 
be expected to contain at least small amounts of some 
contaminants. The presence of contaminates does not 
necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk.  

More information about contaminants and potential health 
effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which 
may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, 
agricultural livestock operations and wildlife.

Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can 
be naturally occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, 
industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas 
production, and mining or farming.

Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety 
of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff and 
residential uses.

Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and 
volatile organic chemicals, which are byproducts of industrial 
processes and petroleum production, and can also come from 
gas stations, urban storm water runoff and septic systems. 

Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or 
be the result of oil and gas production, and mining activities. 

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency prescribes regulations that 
limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided 
by public water systems. Food and Drug Administration 
regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water 
which must provide the same protection for public health.

Eden Prairie Water Treatment Plant
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Parks
Veterans Memorial $160,378

Round Lake Baseball Stadium $123,708

Edenbrook Conservation Area $119,743

Community Center Indoor Play Structure $107,760

 

utility
Well Field $489,842

Flying Cloud Airport $222,182

Water Main R & R – Shady Oak/212 $162,918

Washington Avenue Lift Station $153,465

Scenic Heights Water Main Improvements $109,675

 

Capital improvements Maintenance
City Center Parking Lot $373,691

Staring Lake Amphitheatre $262,966

Miller Park Play Equipment Replacement $242,386

Caulk & Tuck-Point $153,233

Art Center $131,277

 

bonds
Upgrade Public Safety Communications $985,149

20-40-15 Initiative $831,831

Fire Engine #4 $419,655

Police & Fire Radio System $317,555

 

improvement Projects
CSAH 1 – Pioneer Trail $1,509,000

2008 Annual Report 
Fiscal Year Ended Dec. 31, 2008
This report is intended to keep citizens informed about City of eden Prairie services and the costs 
to provide these services. information about 2008 service activity and the City’s dec. 31, 2008, 
financial condition are provided. 

Property Taxes: $27,901,526
The City’s property tax is levied based on the value of property 
from the previous Jan. 1 as determined by the City Assessor. 
The property tax levy is established annually during the City 
budget process. The City’s portion of your overall property tax 
represents 25 percent. 

For the year ended Dec. 31, 2008, revenues equaled 
$37,951,609, a 9-percent increase over the prior year. The 
City of Eden Prairie has five components of revenue consisting 
of property taxes, licenses and permits, intergovernmental 
revenue, charges for service and other.

City services provided in 2008
•  1,235 fire calls 

•  54,483 police service calls 

•  10,023 building inspections

•  43 parks, 112 miles of trails, 232 miles of 
city streets, 31 buildings and 300 vehicles 
maintained 

•  More than 100,000 participants in Parks and 
Recreation programs including 20,000 for the 
annual July 4th celebration

•  364,000 visitors to the Community Center

•  More than 8 million gallons of daily water usage 
managed

•  16 projects reviewed in Community Development

•  5,276 property appraisals completed

Significant projects

liquor Fund
The City operates three municipal liquor stores and has one 
of the largest municipal off-sale operations in the state. 
Liquor profits contribute to the financial wellbeing of the City 
by funding important City capital projects.  Also, the City is 
committed to restricting youth access to alcohol in Eden Prairie. 
The City believes the municipal-owned liquor operations help to 
protect the health and safety of youth by placing emphasis on 
enforcement to prevent sales to underage people.  

Liquor sales increased 5 percent over 2007 to $10,987,111 
and profits of $800,000 were transferred to the Capital 
Improvement Plan. Various projects funded include pavement 
management, park play structure replacement and trails. Liquor 
profits provide an alternative funding source and therefore 
reduce property taxes. From 1998 to 2008, liquor operations 
contributed more than $7-million to capital projects.

about this Report
The information for this report was taken from the City of Eden 
Prairie’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR), which 
was prepared in accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting 
Principles (GAAP) and applicable legal requirements for the 
year ended Dec. 31, 2008. The purpose of this information is to 
inform citizens of the City’s financial activity. This information 
does not replace the CAFR; it is meant as a supplement to 
provide a better understanding of the City’s overall financial 
conditions. For a complete review of the City’s financial position 
for 2008, consult the CAFR, available at edenprairie.org or from 
the City. Call 952-949-8300 for more information.

awards 
The City received the following awards (valid for one year only) 
from the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA):

•  Certificate of Achievement for Excellence 
in Financial Reporting for the CAFR for 
the year ended Dec. 31, 2007.

•  Distinguished Budget Presentation award 
for its Two Year Budget for the fiscal years 
beginning Jan. 1, 2008, and 2009.  

•  Award for Outstanding Achievement  
in Popular Annual Financial Reporting  
for the fiscal year ended Dec. 31, 2007.

Capital Improvement Projects 
As part of the City’s ongoing commitment to provide a quality of 
life that ensures the success and vitality of the area, investments 
in community/capital improvements are made each year. For 
2008, the City spent $14,983,620 on capital.  

Where the Money Comes From

Where the Money is Spent 
For the year ended dec. 31, 2008, general fund expenditures equaled $36,361,000, a 9-percent 
increase over the prior year. The City of eden Prairie consists of six departments including 
administration, Community development, Fire, Parks and Recreation, Police and Public Works.  

 

administration: $8,254,446
Administration includes Communications, Facilities, Finance, 
Human Resources, Information Technology and the Office of 
the City Manager.

Community development: $2,034,122
Community Development includes Assessing, Economic 
Development, Housing and Community Services and planning. 
Services provided include comprehensive planning, homestead 
applications, promotion of business growth and retention, and 
affordable housing. Expenditures increased 6 percent due to 
improved cost allocation for fleet services, and information 
technology and personnel-related costs. 

n Administration

n Community Development

n Fire

n Parks and Recreation 

n Police  

n Public Works 

long-Term debt 
For the year ended Dec. 31, 2008, the City had $38,634,000 
in long-term debt outstanding, which is a $1,686,983 or 
4-percent decrease over 2007 debt of $40,320,983. For 2008, 
$3.1-million in equipment notes were issued for the regional 
radio system, 20-40-15 initiative and two Fire Trucks. The City 
also issued $1.8-million of general obligation bonds for the 
Flying Cloud Drive project. During 2008, the Water and Sewer 
Revenue bonds and G.O. Refunding bonds were paid off.  
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Fire: $4,106,770
The Fire Department consists of volunteer 
firefighters, inspections and emergency 
preparedness. Expenditures 
increased 22 percent due to 
personnel costs, improved cost 
allocation for fleet services and 
information technology, and the lease of 
turnout gear for the firefighters.

Parks and Recreation: $6,093,394
The Parks and Recreation Department is responsible for 
providing and maintaining the parks and open space system, 
wildlife management, forestry management, maintenance of 
the park and trail properties, and recreation programs. Parks 
and Recreation expenditures increased 23 percent in 2008. 
Park Maintenance and the Community Center had the largest 
increases due to improved cost allocation for fleet services 
and information technology. The Community Center also had 
increased costs due to the expansion of the facility. 

Police: $10,656,857
The Police Department consists of police officers, dispatch, 
animal control and administration.  Expenditures increased 20 
percent in 2008 due mainly to personnel costs, and improved 
cost allocation for fleet services and information technology. 
Additional overtime was also incurred due to the Republican 
National Convention. The City was reimbursed for these 
additional hours.  

Public Works: $5,215,411
The Public Works Department includes Engineering, Street 
Maintenance and Street Lighting. The Public Works Department 
is responsible for the design, construction and maintenance of 
City streets. Expenditures decreased 8 percent due to charging 
fleet services costs back to the various departments instead of 
just to Public Works.

licenses and Permits: $2,577,303
Building permit revenue consisting of building, mechanical 
and plumbing is the largest source of licenses and permits and 
totaled $1,675,805, which is $610,323 or 27-percent less than 
2007. The City had issued a value of $104-million compared to 
$190-million as of Dec. 31, 2007. New single-family valuations 
decreased $18-million, commercial valuation decreased $1.6-
million and industrial valuation decreased $54-million. 

intergovernmental Revenue: $1,138,398
Police and Fire pension aid accounts for $785,134 of the total 
intergovernmental revenue and is $85,892 or 10-percent less 
than 2007. The amount of aid received will fluctuate based on 
the amount available at the State.

Charges for services: $4,106,763
The largest source of charges for services are amounts collected 
for the City’s Parks and Recreation Department programs. Parks 
and Recreation revenue charges totaled $2,973,357, which is 
$1,134,438 or 62-percent more than 2007. This is due mainly 
to the increase in Community Center memberships, swimming 
lessons and ice arena fees. The expanded Community Center 
was reopened in March 2008.

other: $2,227,619
Other revenue includes cable TV franchise fees ($740,946), fines 
and penalties ($383,759), investment earnings ($630,251) 
and miscellaneous revenue ($472,663).  

General Fund

To manage the diverse activities of the City, several different 
funds or accounting entities are used to manage City finances. 
Following are the types of funds and activities included within 
each fund:

General Fund – The City’s primary operating fund. It accounts for 
all financial resources of the general government, except those 
required to be accounted for in another fund.

special Revenue Funds – Account for revenues used for a specific 
purpose.

debt service Funds – Accumulate revenues from taxes and other 
sources to pay debt.

Capital Project Funds – Account for financial resources to be used 
for the acquisition or construction of major capital expenses.

Proprietary Funds – These funds are primarily supported by user 
fees from both internal and external customers.  

Financial results for the General, Capital Project, Debt Service 
and Liquor Funds are provided in this report. The Liquor Fund 
is one of the City’s three Enterprise Funds.
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2009 SPECIAL SUMMER ISSUE

Live Well Eden Prairie!
Celebrate 25 Years of Independence Day Memories in Eden Prairie

Around Eden Prairie
A Page from the Blog of City Manager Scott Neal

Did You Know?

I had my annual performance 
review with the City Council at the 
Council’s May 19 meeting. The 

review is organized as an internal 360-
degree review facilitated by an outside 
consultant. The Council likes it that 
way because it provides a little greater 
separation for employees to be honest 
and forthcoming with their comments 
about my performance. I also provide 
the Council a self-assessment of my 
performance from the past year.

The consultant consolidates the comments and self-assessment 
into a report which is presented to the Council in closed session. 
The Council members discuss the report and their own individual 
experiences with me during the past year. Then they wrap it all 
up into a final report that is shared with me. They also deliver a 
short verbal report at that evening’s Council meeting.

Included in my self-assessment are the performance goals that 
I proposed for myself for the upcoming year. I share them each 
year about this time in my blog as I think it’s helpful to my 
co-workers if they know what I’m trying to accomplish in the 
upcoming year. Most of my goals are actually accomplished 
through others, so it’s both interesting and necessary for them 
to know what I’ve got my eye on for the year ahead.

For 2009-2010, here they are:

1.  Lead the City through an organizational contraction in 2009 
with minimal loss of employee morale or public confidence.

2.  Lead an effort to acquire federal funds to complete the 
environmental remediation of the WAFTA [Western Area Fire 
Training Association] site.

3.  Build a local City-Business coalition to advocate for 
transportation improvements to benefit the Golden Triangle 
Office & Industrial Park area.

4.  Write a quarterly commentary for the local newspapers.

5.  Lead the City’s effort to prepare a plan for the continuation of 
City operations during a public health pandemic emergency.

Those are the goals. That’s not all that I’ll be working on in the 
year ahead. 90% of my job is recurring stuff: budget, personnel 
and other organizational management issues. The biggest 
challenge coming up this year will be the city’s 2010-2011 
budget planning process. We are facing financial constraints 
like we’ve never experienced before. Keeping both expenses 
and revenues moderated for the next two years is going to take 
equal doses of creativity and discipline.

I work with a lot of smart people here. I am confident that we 
are up for the challenge.

The amount of solid waste generated by Minnesotans 
and deposited into a landfill or sent to an incinerator is 
increasing at a rate of 4 percent each year. Today, much of 

this waste can be reused, recycled or composted. 

The City of Eden Prairie is hosting a special, one-day recycling 
event on saturday, June 20 from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at hennepin 
Technical College (13100 College View Drive).

items that can be recycled at this event include:

bicycles – An organization will be onsite to collect bicycles  
for reuse.

electronics – Electronics such as computers, televisions, VCRs 
and radios will be collected.

appliances and Miscellaneous items – Appliances such as 
stoves, washers, dryers, freezers, water heaters, microwaves, 
dehumidifiers, dishwashers, furnaces, refrigerators, trash 
compactors, humidifiers and garbage disposals, can be 
dropped. Miscellaneous items accepted include propane tanks, 
lawn mowers, pressure washers and other lawn and garden 
appliances.

Fluorescent bulbs and batteries – Fluorescent bulbs, including 
CFLs, and batteries of any kind will be accepted.

Tires – Tires of any kind will be accepted.

scrap Metal – Items such as swing sets, auto parts, bicycles, 
lawn furniture, pipes, lawn mowers and barbecue grills that are 
primarily metal. Note: scrap metal must be clean, all fluids, 
such as gas or oil, must be drained completely and all non-metal 
parts must also be removed. 

General Trash and Recyclables – Miscellaneous general trash or 
recyclable items not listed above will be accepted here. 

Furniture – Upholstered furniture, mattresses and box springs 
will be accepted. 

Construction Waste – Building materials including carpet, 
linoleum, doors, screens, windows and decking will be accepted. 
Note: no treated lumber such as railroad ties will be accepted. 

yard Waste – Yard waste and branches up to 4 inches in diameter 
that are bagged or bundled with no debris are accepted. Note: 
yard waste not bagged or bundled could be refused. 

important Notes:

•  When loading your vehicle, keep in mind that items will 
generally be unloaded at individual stations in the order listed 
above; please load materials in reverse order for speed and 
ease when unloading. 

•  Items not accepted at this event include household hazardous 
waste, railroad ties, smoke detectors, concrete blocks and 
motor oil.

•  This event is for Eden Prairie residents only; proof of residence, 
such as a driver’s license, will be required. 

•  Some items require a recycling fee, visit edenprairie.org and 
click on “Community Clean-up Day” for a fee schedule.

For more information contact leslie stovring, environmental 
coordinator, at lstovring@edenprairie.org or 952-949-8327.

Our Environment 
Reducing Solid Waste

     See more of Scott neal’s blog entries by visiting edenprairie.org.

For more information about City of eden Prairie events and meetings visit edenprairie.org or call the City Center at 952-949-8300.

2009 Concert series: Starring at Staring 
Sundays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
July 1–Aug. 15 
7 p.m.

Staring Lake Amphitheatre 

Pack a picnic basket, a blanket or lawn chair, sit back, 
relax and enjoy some free outdoor entertainment!

eden Prairie Players Present Peter Pan 
June 18–21, 25–28  
7 p.m.

Staring Lake Amphitheatre 

Sit back and enjoy a summer evening with a free Eden 
Prairie Players performance of Peter Pan, a musical 
based on the play by James M. Barrie.

Riley-Jacques barn Twilight special 
Saturday, June 20 
7:30 p.m.

Bring the whole gang for a barn dance at the historic 
Riley-Jacques Barn featuring local bluegrass band 
Middle Spunk Creek Boys! Tickets available at the door: 
$5 for adults, $3 for children, students and seniors.

 

Kidstock 
Tuesdays 
June 23–Aug. 11 
10:30–11:30 a.m. 
Staring Lake Amphitheatre 

Enjoy the sounds, actions, stories and fun at these free 
performances by children’s entertainers from around 
the Twin Cities!

4th of July hometown Celebration 
Saturday, July 4 
Round Lake Park

Enjoy entertainment, concessions, games, activities and 
more! The fun begins at 10:30 a.m. and commences 
with fireworks at 10 p.m.

City Council Meeting* 
Tuesday, July 21

*Meetings begin at 7 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 
the City Center.

The year 1984 brought about several memorable events in the United States: President 
Ronald Reagan was re-elected for a second term, the Summer Olympics were held in 
Los Angeles, the first African-American woman was crowned Miss America and The 

Cosby Show premiered on television.   

Here in Minnesota, July 4, 1984, marked the very 
first independence day celebration in the City of 
Eden Prairie! 

Commemorate 25 years of Independence Day 
memories in Eden Prairie at this year’s 4th of July 
hometown Celebration. The festivities take place 
at Round lake Park (16691 Valley View Road) 
beginning at 8 a.m. and will commence with a 
fireworks spectacular at 10 p.m.

Whether you opt to spend the day taking in the 
live outdoor entertainment, competing in the sand 
volleyball tournament, enjoying a family picnic in 
the park, showing off your style in the Kiddie Parade 
or playing for prizes in the Festival of Fun, this 
year’s 4th of July event is sure to bring the 
same amusement and delight as the very 
first celebration 25 years ago.

However you choose to celebrate the 
holiday, be sure to take a break from the everyday stresses of life, gather 
with family and friends, reflect on the history of the occasion, celebrate 
community, relish in the joys of summer and Live Well in Eden Prairie! 

For a full schedule of Eden Prairie’s 4th of July events and activities, as 
well as volunteer and sponsorship opportunities, watch for the 4th of July 
Hometown Celebration brochure in the June 25 issue of the eden Prairie 
neWS or visit edenprairie.org.

Did you know that July 12–18 is National Therapeutic 
Recreation Week?

The National Therapeutic Recreation society (NTRS) 
hosts this annual observance to highlight the importance 
of leisure and recreation for all people. Therapeutic 
recreation uses treatment, education and recreation 
services to help people with illnesses, disabilities 
and other conditions to develop and use their leisure 
in ways that enhance 
their health, functional 
abilities, independence 
and quality of life.

Therapeutic recreation 
programs and services 
are provided in clinical 
settings such as hospitals, 
rehabilitation centers 
and nursing homes. 
Therapeutic recreation 
agencies in community 
settings include community parks and recreation 
departments, adult day care centers, independent living 
centers, schools and community mental health centers.

The purpose of National Therapeutic Recreation Week 
is to enhance awareness of therapeutic recreation 
programs and services, and to expand leisure and 
recreation opportunities for individuals with disabilities 
in the local community.

Visit edenprairie.org for more information about the 
City of Eden Prairie’s Therapeutic Recreation programs, 
designed to enhance social and physical skills, increase 
self esteem and create independence for individuals 
with disabilities.


