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Worldwide, the H1N1 Novel Influenza virus is continuing 
to spread. Here in the United States, actual flu activity 
has been quite varied; however, with the change in 

season and children returning to school, there could be a 
significant rise in the number of flu cases this fall.

Locally, many groups, including emergency medical services 
(EMS) experts, are engaged in aggressively planning for the 
upcoming flu season.

Lead by Fire Chief George esbensen, the City’s director of 
emergency preparedness, and Rick Wahlen, the City’s utilities 
operations manager, as well as a colonel in the U.S. Army 
Reserve and the principal regional emergency preparedness 
liaison officer (PREPLO) for Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) Region V, City staff members representing 
each department are preparing plans for continuation of 
operations in the event of a pandemic.

The City is creating a four-tiered plan based on the 
prioritization of services outlined by the Minnesota division 
of homeland security and emergency Management. This plan, 
currently being finalized, is aimed at ensuring essential 
operations and services are maintained at any level of 
pandemic outbreak.

For current information from local officials about the H1N1 
Novel Influenza Virus and links to other useful Web sites,  
visit edenprairie.org.

Now you can receive up-to-the-minute event details, 
information and fun facts, as well as view event 
photos, ask City-related questions and connect with 

other Eden Prairie enthusiasts, simply by becoming a fan 
of the City of Eden Prairie on Facebook.

This isn’t the City’s first foray into social media. City 
Manager scott Neal and Fire Chief George esbensen have 
been blogging for several years and the Police department 
launched a new blog earlier this year.

The City also posts videos on YouTube and has been offering 
an e-mail subscription service called CiTy NeWs for more 
than a year now, all in an attempt to reach a broader 
audience and provide more opportunities for two-way 
communication with the public.

“We’re excited about expanding our utilization of social 
media to include Facebook,” said Neal. “Whether you live 
here, grew up here, work here or 
play here, you can become a fan of 
the City and keep up with what’s 
going on in the community.”

The Facebook network currently 
consists of more than 250 million active users worldwide, 
120 million of which log on once a day. The City has created 
its fan page in order to provide a place where members can 
connect, share information, post photos, make comments, 
ask questions and stay informed.

So jump online, search us out and invite your friends to 
become fans of the City of Eden Prairie on Facebook! 

hey Facebook users, the City of eden Prairie has launched an official fan page!

lindsey danhauser 
year you joined the City: 2008 
Current position: Art Center Coordinator

brief description of what you do: I am responsible for programming the Art Center as well as 
managing the facility. I am also the liaison to the eden Prairie Players, the Community band 
and the arts and Culture Commission. Next year I will be booking all the acts for the starring 
at staring concert series. 

What is your work/educational background? I have a bachelor’s degree in fine arts from the 
College of Visual Arts in St. Paul. After college I worked for the Bloomington Art Center 
and a small nonprofit in south Minneapolis called ArtiCulture. I am currently finishing up my master’s degree in arts and cultural 
management at St. Mary’s University of Minnesota. 

What do you like best about working for the City? My favorite part about working for the City is my coworkers. There is such an 
overwhelming sense of teamwork throughout all departments. Everyone is so friendly and willing to help. It really makes the 
working environment enjoyable. 

What is your favorite place in eden Prairie, and why? I hate to be predictable but I really like the Art Center. I have had so much 
fun over the past couple of months watching children create their own masterpieces, and watch adults learn that they can in fact 
draw and paint with a little instruction. 

The Eden Prairie art Center, located at 7650 equitable drive, officially opened its doors in 
May 2009. What began with the gift of a 5,400-square-foot building from the family of 
Roger sampson, a former Eden Prairie resident who built the building in 1995 as a place 

to create art, has now become a place where community members of all ages can explore 
new and exciting art forms, learn a new talent, develop an existing gift and appreciate all 
that the world of art has to offer.

In 1992 the Eden Prairie City Council initiated a program 
designed to give students first-hand experience participating 
in City government. Over the years, this program has become 

a valuable opportunity for local students to participate on City 
commissions.

On June 16, 2009, the Council appointed 15 student members 
to five City commissions:

arts and Culture Commission

Renee Roden 
Eric Wiig

Conservation Commission

Gretchen Askew  
Stephanie Korman 
Julia Wang 
Michele Wu

Flying Cloud airport  
advisory Commission

Sam Clark  
Mehta Tahnay

heritage Preservation 
Commission

Alexis Smith

human Rights and diversity

Ali Fardowsa 
Adam Liter 
Muna Shire 
Julia Wang

Parks, Recreation and  
Natural Resources

Richard Ericson 
Spencer Lasley 
Pranay Rao

It is important for individuals and families to evaluate 
their levels of preparedness. Some of the preparedness 
steps individuals should take include knowing how you’ll 
get in touch with each other – and where you’ll gather as 
a family – in an emergency; keeping a list of emergency 
phone numbers in a handy place; and storing emergency 
numbers in your cell phones under ICE (In Case of 
Emergency), so someone else can call your emergency 
numbers if you’re not able to.

For preparedness guidelines, the most up-to-date 
information on the progression of the H1N1 Novel 
Influenza virus and vaccine production, visit Web sites 
of reputable organizations such as the Centers for disease 
Control at cdc.gov/h1n1flu and the World health organization 
at who.int/csr/disease/swineflu.

In order to maintain the City’s economic viability, it is 
incumbent upon members of the Eden Prairie business 
community to have comprehensive and well-designed 
emergency response and recovery plans to ensure the 
business community’s ability to maintain or return to 
normal operations in the event of a pandemic. 

The Eden Prairie Partnership for emergency Readiness 
(PER) is a free program designed to combine resources 
and expertise within the City of Eden Prairie that are 
necessary to coordinate emergency preparedness efforts. 
Local businesses are encouraged to visit edenprairieper.org 
and join the Partnership for Emergency Readiness.

What can local businesses to do be prepared?

how can individuals be prepared?

Students Appointed to 
City Commissions

Pandemic Preparedness 
City Prepares Continuation of Operations Plan

lindsey danhauser, art Center Coordinator

On a picture-perfect evening in early August, hundreds of 
Eden Prairie residents dedicated to strengthening their 
commitment to a safe community upheld the summer 

tradition of gathering with friends and neighbors to celebrate 
eden Prairie Night to unite 2009.

“It was another great year,” said Eden Prairie Police Officer 
elizabeth stroner, coordinator of the event. “We matched last 
year’s record-breaking participation and collected thousands of 
donations for PROP.”

This year, the residents of Eden 
Prairie planned 106 neighborhood 
gatherings for the Night to Unite 
event, bringing more than 5,000 
people out to celebrate for the 
evening. Neighborhoods planned 
for food, fun and entertainment 
that included everything from 
barbeque to bingo and bean bags 
to bike parades.

Of the 106 Night Out celebrations this year, more than 
85 neighborhoods incorporated a collection of donations 
for PRoP (People Reaching out to Other People) into the 

evening’s festivities. In all, nearly 
7,500 pounds of donated items 
were collected! 

“The PROP drive is a very important 
part of the Night Out event,” said 
Stroner. “And it is a great example 
of the generosity that Eden Prairie 
residents exhibit when it comes to 
helping their neighbors in need.”

Representatives from the Eden 
Prairie Police and Fire departments, as well as several City 
officials, made stops at each of the local gatherings. And once 
again this year, the Police and Fire departments committed 
to hosting an ice cream social for the neighborhood with the 
largest volume of donations to PROP. 

The winning neighborhood, located in the 17000 block of 
Round Lake Road, collected a total of 905 pounds in donations 
and will be rewarded with an evening of ice cream and fun with 
McGruff, Sparky and Eden Prairie’s public safety officials.

Eden Prairie Night to Unite 2009 was by all means a successful 
event, bringing friends and neighbors together to celebrate and 
strengthen the commitment to a safe community.
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These are three of the guys who keep our Water 
Treatment Plant functioning 24/7/365. They 
are (L-R): Mike Comeans, david brazil and 

Kevin horgan. The Water Treatment Plant is one 
of the most important public facilities in the 
City. Everyone who works here and lives here 
depends on these three guys and their coworkers 
to do their jobs. Our health and local economy 
depends on them.

Every summer our Water Treatment Plant, and 
all guys who work there, come under great stress 
as average daily water consumption explodes 
from 7-8 million gallons of water per day to 
21-23 million gallons per day. The tripling of 
consumption stresses our equipment and our water supply, not to mention the stress it puts on 
the employees to produce the same quality of product — only three times as much of it.

Why does Eden Prairie’s water demand triple in the summer months? Two words: outdoor 
watering. The increase in the demand for water of 14-15 millions gallons of water per day is solely 
attributable to the amount of water that we put onto outdoor plants and lawns. It’s a big deal.

However, this summer has been different. We had a couple of 20 MGD days in May, but we 
haven’t had another one in over a month — and we’re creeping into early July already. Typically, 
by this time of the summer, we’ve been talking about outdoor water limitations or outright bans. 
This year, not the case. And, we have a new well (#16 in Pheasant Woods Park) that will be 
coming on line in mid-August.

So, knock on wood, things are looking pretty good at the water plant this summer. Our question 
around City Hall is: Why? Are residents consuming less water in order to lower their water bills? 
Are residents more concerned with conservation? Is there less grass or outdoor plants to be 
watered? Has the weather been friendlier this summer? We’re looking into this a bit. What do 
you think?

Live Well Eden Prairie!
Fall is almost upon us! 
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Around Eden Prairie
A Page from the Blog of City Manager Scott Neal

Did You Know?

According to the u.s. environmental Protection agency 
(EPA), there are currently more than 5-million commercial 
buildings and industrial facilities in the U.S. which make 

up 45 percent of the greenhouse gas emissions in this country. 
The EPA also estimates that 30 percent of the energy used in 
these buildings is being used inefficiently and unnecessarily.

The City of Eden Prairie is 
currently making strides 
toward its 20-40-15 energy 
efficiency initiative, aimed at 
improving energy efficiency in 
City facilities by 20 percent, 
improving the fuel efficiency 
of the City’s vehicle fleet by 
40 percent and accomplishing 
these goals by the year 2015.

Our Environment 
Bring Your Green to Work

     See more of Scott neal’s blog entries by visiting edenprairie.org.

Did you know the City of Eden Prairie now has a barrier-free playground at Miller Park?

The story of this one-of-a-kind playground begins with Mike and Jenny Garvin,  
Eden Prairie residents who dreamed of a playground where their daughter ashley, who 
was diagnosed with cerebral palsy, could play alongside other children her age. 

With the help of friends and family, the Garvins raised more than $100,000, enough to 
begin work on the first phase of the barrier-free playground last summer. 

Now, the first phase is complete and the Miller Park barrier-Free Playground features 
accessible pathways and surface structures, giving non-mobile children and adults the 
opportunity to reach all levels of the play structure, and allowing children with physical 
challenges the opportunity to play alongside their peers.

For more information about the playground and the ongoing fundraising efforts,  
visit ashleyandfriendsplayground.com.

For more information about City of eden Prairie events and meetings visit edenprairie.org or call the City Center at 952-949-8300.

Riley-Jacques barn Twilight special 
aug. 22  
7:30 p.m.

Bring the whole gang for a Barn Dance featuring Pigs 
Eye Landing at the historic Riley-Jacques Barn. Tickets 
available at the door: $5 for adults; $3 for children, 
students and seniors.

City Council Meetings* 
Tuesdays, sept. 1, 15

*Meetings begin at 7 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 
the City Center.

sunbonnet day 
sunday, sept. 13 
1:30–4:30 p.m. 
Riley-Jacques Farmstead

The 30th annual Sunbonnet Day is an opportunity for the 
whole family to enjoy an afternoon of live entertainment, 
pony rides, horse-drawn wagon excursions, old-time tales 
from the farm, games, concessions and more.

eden Prairie art Crawl 
sept. 26–27 
10 a.m.–5 p.m.

Visit local artists, tour the new Art Center, find unique 
and creative gifts, crafts and much more.

a Collection of one acts 
sept. 24–26 and oct. 2–3 
7:30 p.m. 
oct. 4 
2 p.m. 
Riley-Jacques barn

Enjoy an appetizer and dessert buffet a half hour before 
the show, then take in the performance as Eden Prairie 
Players present A Collection of One Acts. Tickets: $15; 
call 952-949-8305 for reservations.

ENERGY STAR® is a U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
program helping businesses and 
individuals fight global warming 
through superior energy efficiency. 
Visit energystar.gov/work for more 
information and materials to help 
you Bring Your Green to Work.

For more information about the City 
of Eden Prairie’s 20-40-15 initiative, 
visit edenprairie.org.

To do your part, the EPA is asking you take the energy star® 
challenge and Bring Your Green to Work by:

•  Enabling the power management settings for your computer 
and monitor so they automatically enter a low-power mode 
when not in use.

•  Replacing the bulbs in desk lamps with ENERGY STAR®-
qualified bulbs.

•  Unplugging electronics such as cell phone chargers when 
not in use.

•  Using a power strip as a central “turn off” point when you 
are done using office equipment to completely disconnect 
the power supply.

•  Creating a green team with your coworkers to generate  
and implement ideas that will save energy and reduce  
office waste.

Though the end of the summertime often comes too quickly, we can 
take heart this year with plenty of fun things to anticipate. The 
City’s Parks and Recreation department has been planning exciting 

classes, events and opportunities to entertain all ages, no matter what 
your interest!
To get started on the transition to a new season, pick up the fall edition of the Parks and 
Recreation program guide. You’ll find it filled with new opportunities and old favorites for 
the whole family.

If you’re looking for something new, grab some friends and participate in the first-ever  
eden Prairie art Crawl on Sept. 26 and 27. Or try enrolling in the Colored leaves program and learn what gives leaves their 
beautiful fall hue. If an easy afternoon with friends is more your style, head to the senior Center for Game day on Fridays 
at 1 p.m.

Anticipating the return of some old favorites? Enjoy the sights and smells of fall at the 30th annual sunbonnet day on 
Sept. 13; register for apple Cider-ing on Sunday, Oct. 11 or Sunday, Oct. 18; or make plans to attend a Collection of one 
acts, an old fall favorite presented by the Eden Prairie Players.

The fall 2009 Parks and Recreation program guide is available at the City Center (8080 Mitchell Road), the Community 
Center (16700 Valley View Road) and online at edenprairie.org/parksbrochure.

Registration has already begun.

Pick up a copy and make some plans to Live Well this fall!
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The Garvin Family


