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A New Face for Eden Prairie’s Third Liquor Store

Tragic Plane Crash Prompts Heroic Response

Preparing for Emerald 
Ash Borer Infestation

In July 2009, Eden Prairie Police Officer Tim snetting and his K-9 partner booker participated in their first-ever united states 
Police Canine association (USPCA) Region 12 trials in Hutchinson, Minn. Tim and Booker tied for first place in the boxes 
competition, an exercise requiring the dogs to find a suspect hidden in one of six large wooden boxes, after Booker located 

the “bad guy” in a quick 25 seconds! The team also took honors as the top rookie team, an award given out to the team with the 
highest score for a new dog and handler participating in their first trials. Tim and Booker scored 667 points, easily obtaining their 
Police dog i Certification which is required in order for Booker to work the street.

Meet the 2009 top K-9 rookie team!

Name: Booker 
year you joined the City: 2008 
Current position: Police K-9

brief description of what you do: I help 
the Eden Prairie Police Department find 
people and narcotics.

What would you like residents to know? I am 
a 2-year-old German shepherd dog from 
the Czech Republic.

What is your work/educational background?  
I went through a 12-week basic K-9 school 
with my handler, Officer Snetting. We 
also completed four weeks of narcotics 
school and we train more than 16 hours 
a month.

What is your favorite place in eden Prairie, and why? My favorite places in the City 
are all the parks, because they are where we go to play fetch.

What is something interesting, unique or little-known about you? I live with my 
handler, Officer Snetting, and I have my own squad car.

Name: Tim Snetting 
year you joined the City: 2004 
Current position: Police K-9 Officer

brief description of what you do: I work as a 
patrol officer and have a special tool to help 
out my partners.

What would you like residents to know? This 
is a great City to work for. We appreciate the 
support they give the Police Department. 

What is your work/educational background?  
I graduated from Inver Hills Community College 
with a two-year degree in law enforcement.  
I worked for three years as a community 
service officer for the City of Eagan. 

What is something interesting, unique or little-
known about you? I think something unique 
about me is that people do not know I have a 
learning disability. I want people to know that 
they can accomplish anything if they put their 
minds to it.

The emerald ash borer 
(EAB) was discovered and 
confirmed in St. Paul, 

Minn. in May 2009, marking 
the first time EAB has been 
found in the state. EAB is 
an insect native to Asia that 
attacks and kills ash trees. The 
adults are small, iridescent 
green beetles that live outside 
of trees during the summer 
months. The adults lay eggs 
in the outer bark of ash trees 
and, after hatching, the larvae 
burrow into the bark and feed 
on the inner bark of the tree. 
An ash tree is killed by the 
tunneling of EAB larvae under 
the tree’s bark.

All ash trees are susceptible to EAB and millions of ash trees 
have been killed in infested areas already. Minnesota has one 
of the highest volumes of ash on forestland in the U.S. with 
an estimated 867-million forestland ash trees and ash is a 
prominent component of our urban forests as well. The potential 
economic and environmental impact of losing these trees is 
substantial. The cost of removing and replacing a single tree can 
range from hundreds to thousands of dollars.

What the City is Doing
The City of Eden Prairie has been participating in the Minnesota 
department of agriculture (MDA) early detection program and will 
continue to cooperate with the lead state and federal agencies 
in order to help slow the spread of the insect.

While EAB has not yet been detected in Eden Prairie, the 
City has begun to strategize on a comprehensive plan for 
managing the pest once it arrives. This plan will include 
guidelines and regulations as adopted by state and federal 
agencies, and will focus on ash tree removal on public property, 
budgetary implications, replanting guidelines and wood waste 
considerations.

What You Can Do 
Currently there is an emergency quarantine in Hennepin, 
Ramsey and Houston Counties restricting the transportation 
and disposal of ash tree waste. To help prevent the spread 
of EAB, don’t import materials such as ash firewood to Eden 
Prairie that could harbor EAB, and only buy firewood from 
Minnesota department of Natural Resources approved vendors. 
If you have ash trees on your property, become knowledgeable 
about recognizing EAB and remain vigilant to the condition of 
your trees.

If you suspect you have found Emerald Ash Borer or suspect 
an ash tree is infested with EAB, visit the City of Eden Prairie 
Web site, edenprairie.org, for links to more information. There 
are a number of other insects that can be confused with EAB 
or cause symptoms on trees that resemble those caused by 
EAB, and the Minnesota Department of Agriculture provides a 
checklist that will either help rule out EAB, or put you in contact 
with a volunteer trained to help guide citizens in diagnosing and 
reporting potential infestations of EAB in Minnesota.

To report a known EAB infestation, call the Minnesota Department 
of Agriculture’s Arrest the Pest Hotline at 651-201-6684 or 
e-mail arrest.The.Pest@state.mn.us.

After the repeal of prohibition, the United States government 
gave individual states the responsibility and authority 
to regulate liquor sales. At that time, the Minnesota 

legislature gave cities the option of issuing liquor licenses to 
private individuals or providing municipal alcohol dispensing 
services. Eden Prairie, along with more than 300 
other cities, chose to operate municipal liquor 
stores. This choice not only allows for greater 
control over liquor being sold and consumed in 
the City, but also further diversifies the City’s 
revenue sources. 

The City of Eden Prairie opened its first liquor 
store more than three decades ago and currently 
operates three eden Prairie liquor locations. After 
remodeling and expanding the first two locations 
over the past few years, the City is moving 
forward with plans to renovate the third Eden 
Prairie Liquor store, located next to Rainbow 

Foods in the Prairie View shopping center, in an effort to 
maximize market share and diversify product selection. 

This store, which has operated in its current 4,248-square-
foot location since 1992, will be relocated to a larger 8,000-

square-foot location in the Prairie View center. 
Eden Prairie Liquor will remain open for 
business in its current location while the 
project, scheduled to be complete in early 
2010, is underway. 

In all, profits generated at Eden Prairie Liquor 
have contributed more than $6-million over 
the last decade to projects such as playground 
equipment and road improvements, relieving 
the burden on taxpayers to fund these projects. 
With the latest renovations, Eden Prairie 
Liquor will be equipped to generate additional 
revenue for many years to come.

On Aug. 12, 2009, the historic Cummins-Grill homestead 
in Eden Prairie was the scene of a tragic plane crash 
which claimed the lives of two people. In the minutes 

following the crash, dozens of witnesses rushed to the 
scene to be of assistance and provide crews from the Eden 
Prairie Police and Fire departments with detailed accounts of 
the catastrophic event. It is thanks to the actions of these 
individuals, as well as the remarkable response from police 
officers and firefighters, that this tragic incident did not 
result in any additional loss of life or property.

The Eden Prairie Fire department is teaming 
up with the National Fire Protection 
association (NFPA) for Fire Prevention 

Week 2009 from Oct. 4 through 10, reminding 
Eden Prairie residents to Stay Fire Smart. 

Fire Prevention Week was established to 
commemorate the Great Chicago Fire, the 
tragic 1871 conflagration that killed more 
than 250 people, left 100,000 homeless, 
destroyed more than 17,400 structures and 
burned more than 2,000 acres. The fire 
began on Oct. 8, but continued to burn and 
did most of its damage on Oct. 9, 1871.

“Those who survived the Chicago fire never 
forgot what they’d been through,” said Eden 
Prairie Fire Chief George esbensen. “The blaze produced 
countless tales of bravery and heroism, and it changed 
the way that firefighters and public officials thought about 
fire safety.”

On the 40th anniversary of the Great Chicago Fire, the 
organization known today as the international Fire Marshals 

Police and Fire Department 

Open House

association decided that the anniversary of 
the Great Chicago Fire should henceforth 
be observed not with festivities, but in a 
way that would keep the public informed 
about the importance of fire prevention. The 
commemoration grew incrementally official 
over the years.

In 1920, President Woodrow Wilson 
issued the first National Fire Prevention 
Day proclamation, and since 1922, Fire 
Prevention Week has been observed on the 
Sunday through Saturday period during which 
the Oct. 9 anniversary falls. According to the 
National archives and Records administration’s 
library information Center, Fire Prevention 
Week is the longest running public health 

and safety observance on record. The President of the 
United States has proclaimed a national observance during 
that week every year since 1925.

For more information and important fire prevention tips, 
visit firepreventionweek.org.

Bring the whole family and commemorate  
Fire Safety Week with activities, information and fun.  
Plus, take part in the dedication of Fire Engine 12,  

the City’s new airport crash truck!

Saturday, Oct. 10 
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Fire Station #1 
14800 Scenic Heights Road

Photo Credit: Robert lawton

Great Chicago Fire (1871)



These are not ordinary elm trees growing at the 
University of Minnesota horticulture and agricultural 
station over on the St. Paul campus. These elm trees 

are being grown as part of a program sponsored by The 
U and the Minneapolis Parks Board to develop a Dutch 
Elm Disease Resistant variety of elm tree. This would be a 
nice step forward in urban forestry. Perhaps urban streets 
can one day return to the days of having a beautiful elm 
tree canopy.

What’s particularly special about these two trees is that 
they were developed from shoots from two elm trees from 
Eden Prairie. The two elm trees caught the attention of 
our forestry employees when they noticed that all the other 
elm trees in close proximity to them had succumbed to 
Dutch Elm - except for these two. The natural question 
then was “Why?” What was special about these two elm 
trees that would make them apparently resistant to Dutch 
Elm disease?

Questions were asked. Contacts were made. Shoots were taken off the two Eden Prairie elm 
trees and taken to The U’s farm in St. Paul for experimentation. The young elms in these two 
photos are progeny of those two apparently Dutch Elm resistant Eden Prairie elm trees. The 
U forestry scientists have injected these two young trees with substantial doses of Dutch Elm 
disease in order to test whether or not the disease resistance factors in their gene pools have 
carried on. To date, it appears that the young trees carry the same resistance to Dutch Elm has 
their “parents”.

This is important research. It feels good to be a part of it. Perhaps someday you’ll be able to enjoy 
the cool shade in your yard of a Dutch Elm disease-resistant Eden Prairie Elm Tree.

Live Well Eden Prairie!

Maximize Your Halloween Fun

OCTOBER 2009

Around Eden Prairie
A Page from the Blog of City Manager Scott Neal

Did You Know?

M ixing yard and tree waste with your trash is illegal in 
Minnesota, so rather than paying to dispose of raked 
leaves and grass clippings this fall, consider composting 

it to improve the drainage, aeration and fertility of your soil in 
the spring.

Compost Tips

It is important to compost a mix of the following organic 
materials in order to produce a nutrient rich soil amendment for 
your lawn and garden:

•  Yard Waste (leaves, grass clippings, twigs, wood chips)

•  Coffee grounds and tea bags

•  Plant trimmings

•  Fruit and vegetable scraps

•  Egg shells

The following items should  
not be composted:

•  Food with meat,  
dairy or oils

•  Pet feces (dog, cat or bird)

•  Diseased plants

•  Weeds gone to seed

•  Ash from charcoal or coal

Note: Eden Prairie City Code Chapter 9.01 outlines specific 
guidelines for setbacks, size and containment of residential 
compost sites, to view a copy of this ordinance visit 
edenprairie.org.

New Compost bag laws

Beginning Jan. 1, 2010, residents in Hennepin County (excluding 
the City of Minneapolis) choosing to bag yard and organic waste 
for pick-up by local composting companies will be required by 
law to utilize certified paper or plastic compostable bags. This 
law will greatly reduce the amount of non-compostable plastic 
that must be screened out by local facilities, likely decreasing 
processing costs and enhancing the quality of the finished 
compost.

Tip: When shopping for compostable bags, look for bags with 
packaging that indicates they are certified as compostable 
under the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) 
D6400 standard or by the Biodegradable Products Institute 
(BPI). For more information about biodegradable yard waste 
bags of all kinds, visit bpiworld.org.

For more information on composting and the new compostable 
plastic bag requirements, visit RethinkRecycling.com. 

Our Environment 
Compost Fall Yard Waste

     See more of Scott neal’s blog entries by visiting edenprairie.org.

Did you know the City of Eden Prairie recently 
received an award from blue Cross and blue shield 
of Minnesota?

The award is part of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of Minnesota (Blue Cross) campaign to prevent obesity 
and other costly diseases through an increase in 
physical activity. In the spirit of Blue Cross’ well-known 
do campaign featuring messages to “groove your body,” 
the City of Eden Prairie was presented with the first-
ever “do Active Community Award” in the Community 
design and land use category.

According to Blue Cross, Eden Prairie was selected for this 
award “for adopting city planning and design principles 
that value overall health as a contributing factor to the 
economic sustainability of its community.”

Other first-time winners included the City of Rochester, active Transportation category; 
Ramsey County, Workplaces category; Three Rivers Park district, Parks, Trails, and 
Recreation Facility category; and Vandyke elementary (near Grand Rapids, Minn.), schools 
category.

“These awards were designed to showcase how simple changes in systems can make it 
easier for people to become more active and improve their health,” said Dr. Marc Manley, 
vice president and medical director for Population Health at Blue Cross. “It is our hope 
more Minnesota communities will be inspired by these outstanding rural, suburban or 
urban efforts, join the growing nationwide movement to make walking and biking easier 
and safer, and take action in their own city, organization or workplace.”

For more information about the Blue Cross’ do Campagin and Prevention Minnesota 
initiative, visit bluecrossmn.com/preventionminnesota.

For more information about City of eden Prairie events and meetings visit edenprairie.org or call the City Center at 952-949-8300.

City Council Meetings* 
Tuesdays, Oct. 6, 20

*Meetings begin at 7 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 
the City Center.

apple Cider-ing 
Sundays, Oct. 11, 18 
1–3 p.m. 
Outdoor Center

Take a lesson in old-fashioned apple cider making, learn 
about the history of apples and enjoy a sweet sample of 
cider. Cost is $6 per family. Registration is requested.

Fall Festival luncheon 
Thursday, Oct. 29 
11:30 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Senior Center

Gather with friends and enjoy a hearty fall meal including 
beef stew, coleslaw, cornbread, apple crisp and beverages 
while enjoying the sounds of Tim Patrick, a Sinatra-style 
singer. Cost is $10 per person. Registration required.

The Great Pumpkin event 
Friday, Oct. 30 
7–9 p.m. 
Outdoor Center

Learn the history and origins of Halloween, then pick 
a pumpkin from the patch to carve and take home. 
Top the night off with a stroll on the nature trail. Cost 
is $7 per child, parents and guardians admitted free.  
Registration required.

spooky saturday 
Saturday, Oct. 31 
2–4 p.m. 
Community Center

Crazy costume contests, spooky skating, arts and crafts, 
ooey-gooey treats and more! Cost is $5 per child. Free 
admission for parents and guardians.

halloween on the Mall 
Saturday, Oct. 31 
6–8 p.m. 
Eden Prairie Center

Bring the kids for a night of trick-or-treating and fun at 
Eden Prairie Center.

Each year, the arrival of Halloween brings an opportunity 
for children young and old to put on a costume and, for 
just one night, become a favorite fantasy character or 

real-life hero. The various traditions of this exciting holiday 
create fun-filled memories of pumpkin carving, ghoulish 
games and the chance to splurge on tasty treats.
This year, the holiday falls on Saturday, Oct. 31, providing an opportunity to maximize 
your Halloween fun in Eden Prairie!

Kickoff your weekend celebration with The Great Pumpkin event on Friday, Oct. 30 from 7 to 9 p.m. This event takes 
place at the outdoor Center and features tales about the history and origins of Halloween, followed by a trip to the 

pumpkin patch and some pumpkin carving fun for the whole family. Registration 
is required and space is limited, visit edenprairie.org/parksbrochure to 

register today!

Once the pumpkins are carved, let your Halloween fun begin with 
some spooky saturday fun at the Community Center on Saturday, 

Oct. 31 from 2 to 4 p.m. Enjoy some spooky open skating, 
create arts and crafts projects, get lost in the wacky maze 

and explore the indoor play structure. Admission for the 
event is $5 per child (1 year and older), parent/guardian 
admission is free.

Complete your Halloween celebration with halloween 
on the Mall, Saturday, Oct. 31, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
at eden Prairie Center. Enjoy an evening of trick-
or-treating in a safe environment, meet and greet 
members of the Eden Prairie Police and Fire 
departments, and take in some live entertainment 
in the center courtyard. Admission is free, so 
bring the whole family for a happy Halloween 
night!

To help you Live Well and maximize your 
Halloween fun, the City of Eden Prairie has three 
great celebrations planned, all guaranteed to 
create safe and happy Halloween memories for 
the whole family. 


