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S
everal City facilities, 
including the City 
Center, Community 

Center, Senior Center and 
Eden Prairie Liquor stores 
will operate on modified 
holiday schedules through 
the end of the year. Please 
visit edenprairie.org for a 
detailed list of holiday 
hours.

Have a happy and safe 
holiday season!

Holiday 
Hours

The City of Eden Prairie would like to thank the following businesses, residents and service 
organizations for their contributions to the 2009 performing arts and community events. 
In total, more than $10,214 in support was given to help provide arts and special events 
programs in Eden Prairie this year.

20-40-15 Update

I
n September 2009, the Eden Prairie City Council 
approved the plan to move forward with Phase Three 
of the City’s 20-40-15 initiative. This program, aimed 

at improving energy efficiency in City facilities by 20 
percent, improving the fuel efficiency 
of the City’s vehicle fleet by 40 
percent and achieving these 
goals by the year 2015, is 
being completed in a series 
of phases, the second of 
which was finished in 
the fall of 2009.

Phase Three, which 
the City will complete 
in 2010, includes the 
following changes and 
improvements:

•  Installing a new, more efficient 
energy management system which 
would control all heating, ventilating and air conditioning 
units as well as most of the interior lighting at the City 
Center.

•  Modifying the ice rink dehumidifier at the Community 
Center to make it more energy efficient.

•  Replacing three major pieces of cooling equipment at 
the City Center with more energy efficient units.

•  Replacing parking lot lights at four City parks with 
energy-efficient LED lighting.

To accomplish the goals set forth in the 20-40-15 
initiative, the City is working closely with McKinstry 
Company, a firm touted by President Barack Obama as 
a “model for the nation” for their work in retrofitting 
schools and office buildings throughout the country to 
make them more energy efficient. 

The City’s partnership with McKinstry Company guarantees 
the estimated savings from the projects it recommends 
will pay for the cost of implementing those projects as 
well as the firm’s consulting fees. If the savings fall short 
of the costs the City incurs, McKinstry Company will make 
up the difference. It’s a win-win arrangement for the City 
and its taxpayers.
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PROP is staffed almost entirely by volunteers. Many volunteers are 
currently needed to work in the food shelf, office, transport and 
for special projects. Most volunteer work is done on-site, weekday 
mornings and Wednesday evenings. Some work on special projects 
or seasonal programs is done off-site.

Volunteer Opportunities include: 

Food Shelf – receive, weigh, sort and stock donated food, 
prepare food orders for clients.

Office Staff – answer phones, assist clients with paperwork, 
record keeping and general office duties.

Grocery Shopper – purchase needed grocery items at local 
grocery stores.

Transport – occasional transport of food, clothing and furniture.

Computer Staff – maintain client database, type correspondence 
and prepare mailings.

Special Projects Coordinator – assist with coordination of seasonal 
programs (Gardening, School Supplies, Thanksgiving Food and 
Holiday Gifts).

Seasonal Projects – assist with the collection and distribution of 
donations for seasonal programs (Gardening, School Supplies, 
Thanksgiving Food and Holiday Gifts).

Ambassador – generate support and donations by linking with 
other organizations and businesses in the community.

If you are able to help in any of these areas, or have a special 
talent or skill you would like to share, contact the PROP volunteer 
coordinator at 952-937-9120, ext. 104 for additional information.

I
n 2009, the state of Minnesota reported more than 490,000 residents living in poverty. Of those, nearly 140,000 are 
children. As we celebrate the holidays and begin a new year, join your friends and neighbors in an effort to help those in 
need and resolve to make a difference.

In Eden Prairie, PROP (People Reaching out to Other People) is a non-profit human services agency making a difference for area 
families in emergencies and times of temporary need.E

mergency preparedness officials for the City of Eden 
Prairie are in need of assistance from residents and 
businesses in order to effectively deploy the new 

CodeRED emergency notification system.

The implementation of this new system will provide the City 
of Eden Prairie with a high speed telephone calling system 
capable of delivering customized pre-recorded emergency 
messages directly to homes and businesses. 

Currently, the CodeRED notification system includes all 
fixed telephone lines within the City of Eden Prairie; 
however, residents and businesses are encouraged to 
confirm the accuracy of information within the system, 
as well as add additional information such as cell phone 
and work numbers, as well as alternate emergency contact 
information.

To update your information in the CodeRED 
emergency notification system:

1.  Visit edenprairie.org.

2.  Click on the CodeRED link.

3.  Enter your home 
telephone number.

4.  If you do not have a fixed telephone line, enter the 
main telephone number where you can be reached.

5.  Follow the instructions for 
updating or creating your account.

When verifying your account information be sure to provide 
as much information as possible; remember to save your 
username and password; and keep your current contact 
information updated within the system. 

The City will run a test of the CodeRED system in late 
December, this test alert will serve as a reminder and a 
verification of your contact information. 

Visit edenprairie.org or call 952-949-8361 if you 
have questions about the CodeRED emergency 
notification system.

CodeRED
Your Contact Information is Needed!

Resolve to Make a Difference

Canned fruit 

Sugar

Flour

Applesauce

Canned vegetables 

(other than green beans)

Oatmeal

Pancake mix

Syrup 

Baked beans

Pork and beans

Canned meat 

(other than tuna)

Crackers

Cooking Oil

Jelly/Jam/Honey

Cake mixes/Frosting

Healthy snacks 

Tea/Coffee/Hot Chocolate

Kidney beans

Fruit and 

vegetable juices 

Shampoo 

Conditioner 

Diapers 

size 4, 5 & 6 

Deodorant 

Toothbrushes 

Toothpaste 

Feminine products

Donate Volunteer
Serving approximately 3,000 people in our community 
each year, PROP relies on generous contributions 
from local churches, businesses, civic organizations, 
schools, youth organizations, individuals and the City 
of Eden Prairie. 

This winter, PROP is in need of the following items:

For more information about the PROP organization, and ways you can 
help make a difference in our community, visit propfood.org today.

T
he City of Eden Prairie boasts nearly 10,000 acres of land designated for parkland and open spaces. Wes Dunsmore, 
park maintenance supervisor, is charged with the annual upkeep of Eden Prairie parkland. Having worked for the City since 
Jan. 1, 1972, he is currently the longest tenured employee in Eden Prairie and has committed the last 37 years to ensuring 

that this community maintains a quality park system for the enjoyment of residents and visitors of all ages. 

Meet the City’s Park Maintenance Supervisor!

Name: Wes Dunsmore

Year you joined the City: 1972, one year before Eden Prairie had its own Police Department.

Current position: Park Maintenance Supervisor

Brief description of what you do:  My position oversees the maintenance that goes on in the 
parks throughout the year. This includes such things as mowing, fertilizing and maintaining 
ball fields, soccer fields, lacrosse fields, dog parks, beaches, etc. We also do ice rink 
maintenance and assist Public Works with snow removal. Just about everything that is in our 
parks is our responsibility to maintain, remove or replace.

What would you like residents to know? I would like the residents to know that all of our 
employees in the Parks Division are highly motivated, caring, professional and dedicated. I 
truly believe our employees want to do their best and deliver a quality product or service, not 
just some of the time but rather all of the time. These people chose this career because of 
their passion for this work; it’s something they love to do.

What do you like best about working for the City?  Several things come to mind: having a variety 
of work, being outside (yes even in the winter), dealing with residents with their concerns and helping them come to a resolution. 
Knowing that what you do does make a big impact on people’s lives, whether you’re plowing snow or clearing streets of downed 
trees after a storm. 

What is something interesting, unique or little-known about you? I have been in 22 states on my motorcycle and several national 
parks including: Yellowstone, Rocky Mountain, Blue Ridge, Mesa Verde, Arches National Park and more. One interesting road 
trip is called the Great River Road Ride where you follow the Mississippi River from the mouth of the river to New Orleans, my 
wife, Carol, and I followed it from Red Wing to New Orleans. I really enjoy these trips, especially when taking some back roads 
you get an opportunity to see the real Americana, meet some interesting characters, realize how lucky we are to be in the U.S.A. 
and most importantly that life is good.

I am the first full-time parks employee hired by the City in the Maintenance Division and now there are 18 full-time employees. 
When I started the population of Eden Prairie was 6,000 plus, and now it’s 60,000 plus, so there have been a few changes since 
I started.

Wes Dunsmore

Spotlight on City Staff
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s we turn the page at the end of each year I like to take a moment 

to look back on where I’ve been and what I’ve done. I believe it’s 

important to do that as a city government as well. Eden Prairie city 

government is the steward of the City’s public buildings, parks, streets and 

much of its natural open space.       e are also the stewards of Eden Prairie’s image and future. We want to be 

accountable to you — the residents and taxpayers of Eden Prairie — because we 

take our stewardship responsibility very seriously, and because there’s a lot to be 

proud of in Eden Prairie from 2009.      e improved the City’s outstanding network of parks, recreational facilities 

and natural open spaces by completing the second phase of a barrier-free 

playground at Miller Park, renovating Staring Lake Amphitheatre, and opening the 

new Round Lake Baseball Stadium and new Art Center facility.

     e enhanced public safety within the City by adding Fire Engine 11 to our fleet 

of emergency response vehicles, and by upgrading our Emergency Dispatch and 

Radio System. In addition, we launched a Police Department blog on the City’s Web 

site, three of our 911 dispatchers received an award from the Minnesota Chapter 

of the Association of Public Safety Communications Officials for their efforts during 

the rescue of a man trapped in a trench, and we supported Special Olympics of 

Minnesota with the second annual Polar Bear Plunge at Round Lake Park.

      e completed phase two and started phase three of the City’s 20-40-15 initiative 

aimed at increasing the energy efficiency of our public buildings by 20 percent, the 

energy efficiency of our vehicle fleet by 40 percent and to accomplish both of those 

goals by 2015.

     e dedicated significant time again this year to planning for big changes in the future 

of Eden Prairie by participating in the process to extend Light Rail Transit to Eden Prairie; 

by finalizing the City’s Comprehensive Plan; and by completing several new development 

projects, including Windsor Plaza, that will strengthen the economic vitality of Eden Prairie’s 

retail business center.
     e completed a relocation and renovation project at the Eden Prairie Liquor store near 

Kowalski’s Market, further enhancing this unique source of revenue for the City.

      e welcomed returning Council Members Brad Aho and Ron Case to the 2009 City Council.

      n addition to all of our accomplishments, the Quality of Life Survey, which was conducted in 

December 2008, indicated that 98 percent of residents rate the quality of life in Eden Prairie as good or 

excellent – I am extremely proud of that rating. On behalf of your elected officials and everyone who 

works for the City of Eden Prairie, we thank our residents and taxpayers for the opportunity serve you.

Sincerely,

Scott H. NealYour Friendly City Manager

Ribbon cutting at Eden Prairie Liquor

Laurie Henning 
and Beth Sams, 
award-winning 
911 dispatchers 

Not pictured: 
Rachel Selness

Eden Prairie Art Center Mayor Phil Young dedicates Fire Engine 11

Polar Plunge 2009

Round Lake Baseball Stadium

Staring Lake Amphitheatre

Mayor Phil Young (center) and Council Members (L to R) Jon Duckstad, Kathy Nelson, Brad Aho and Ron Case

Miller Park Barrier-Free Playground

Windsor Plaza

Photo Credit: Robert Lawton

Photo Credit: Robert Lawton
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Eden Prairie Commissions
The Blueprint of Successful City Government

The Eden Prairie City Council utilizes the expertise of several commissions for advice on matters ranging from economic development to environmental 
protection. Commissions are made up of Eden Prairie residents willing to share their time and knowledge for the better of the community.

Positions are currently available on nearly every commission. Applications are accepted in January, City Council interviews are conducted 
in March and commission terms typically begin on April 1.

Visit edenprairie.org or call Lorene McWaters at 952-949-8412 for more information or to obtain a commission application packet.

Arts and Culture Commission
Members 
Ana Armstrong 

Farida Kathawalla (Vice Chair)    

Steve Mosow  

Heather Olson 

Elizabeth Petry-Lee  

Julia Ramos 

Ann Rorem (Chair) 

Staff Liaison: Laurie Obiazor

Purpose

To enhance the creative and cultural 
opportunities for Eden Prairie residents 
by offering a broad range of cultural, 
performance and visual art programs.

Meetings

7 p.m. on the second Monday of the month 
at the City Center

Budget Advisory Commission
Members

Annette Agner 

Eapen Chacko 

Richard King (Vice Chair) 

Jon Muilenburg 

Richard Proops 

Gwen Schultz 

Don Uram (Chair)   

Staff Liaison: Sue Kotchevar

Purpose

The commission shall act in an advisory capacity to the City Council in connection 
to the formation of a biennial City budget.

Conservation Commission
Members
Sue Brown  

Ray Daniels 

Ravi Jaiswal 

Laura Jester (Chair) 

Geneva MacMillan   

Greg Olson 

Daniel Trebil (Vice Chair) 

Staff Liaison: Regina Herron

Purpose

To advance and support the health and development of the 
citizens and natural environment of Eden Prairie through 
comprehensive environmental protection, conservation 
efforts and natural resource management. 

Meetings

7 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the month 
at the City Center

Flying Cloud Airport 
Advisory Commission
Members
Judith Gentry 

Richard King (Chair)  

Jeffrey Larsen (Vice Chair) 

Greg McKewan 

Mark Michelson 

Kurt Schendel 

Jeff  Nawrocki 
(MAC Representative) 

Staff Liaison: Scott Kipp 

Purpose

To advise the City Council and the 
Metropolitan Airports Commission with 
regard to matters affecting the operation of 
Flying Cloud Airport.  

Meetings

7 p.m. on the second Thursday of odd 
numbered months at the City Center

Heritage Preservation Commission
Members
Betsy Adams 

Richard Akerlund 

Ann Higgins  (Chair) 

Nina Mackay 

Mark McPherson 

Ed Muehlberg 

Kathy Veurink (Vice Chair)

Liaison: John Gertz, 
Pathfinder, LLC

Purpose

The Heritage Preservation 
Commission is established for the 
purpose of: (1) safeguarding the 
heritage of the City by preserving 
sites and structures which reflect 
significant elements of the 
City’s cultural, social, economic, 
political, visual or architectural 
history; (2) promoting the preservation and continued use of historic sites and structures 
for the education and general welfare of the people of the City; and (3) fostering civic 
pride in the beauty and notable accomplishments of the past.

Meetings

7 p.m. on the third Monday of each month at the City Center

Human Rights and
Diversity Commission
Members
Daniel Abraira 

Linda Crawford 

Marcy Harris (Vice Chair)   

Peter Huck 

Lauren Juergensen 

Pamela Spera (Chair) 

Staff Liaison: Molly Koivumaki

Purpose

Act in an advisory capacity to the  City on 
matters of diversity, civil and human rights, and the 
Americanswith Disabilities Act. 

Meetings

7 p.m. on the second Thursday of each month on 
the lower level of Eden Prairie Center.

Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission
Members

Tom Bierman 

Hutch Coburn  

Lee Elliott-Stoering 

Jeff Gerst (Vice Chair) 

Derek Gunderson 

Geri Napuck (Chair) 

Joan Oko

Staff Liaison: Jay Lotthammer

Purpose

Act in advisory capacity to the City on 
matters of development and use of 
parks and recreation facilities, leisure 
services, recreation programming, 
preservation of natural resources 
and promotion of environmental 
awareness.

Meetings

7 p.m. on the first Monday of each 
month in the City Council Chambers

Planning Commission
Members
Katie Lechelt 

Jacob Lee 

John Kirk (Vice Chair) 

Alexander Martin 

Jerry Pitzrick 

Peter Rocheford 

Kevin Schultz 

Jon Stoltz (Chair) 

Travis Wuttke 

Staff Liaison: Mike Franzen

Purpose

To provide for an open process and a balanced 
review of development proposals and land use 
requests, both private and public, with regard 
to the City’s Strategic Plan, Comprehensive 
Guide Plan and City land use. 

Meetings

7 p.m. on the second and fourth 
Mondays of each month in the 
City Council Chambers.

In September 2009 the Arts and Culture Commission 
assisted with the first-ever Eden Prairie Art Crawl. The 
event featured the work of 16 local artists and was 
enjoyed by hundreds.

In 2009 the Conservation 
Commission worked closely 
with the City on a Landscape for 
Water Quality Rebate Program, 
providing residents with funding 
assistance for rain garden 
landscaping projects.

In 2009 the Heritage Preservation Commission continued its review 
of potential use options for the historic Cummins Grill Homestead 
and worked closely with City officials to repair the property after it 
became the scene of a tragic plane crash in August.

In February 2009 the Human Rights 
and Diversity Commission sponsored 
a local performance of the “Daughters 
of Africa” show produced by Mixed 
Blood Theatre, featuring the history of 
African American women. 

Due in part to the work of the Planning Commission, 
the City of Eden Prairie was presented with the first-
ever “do Active Community Award” from Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Minnesota for adopting city planning 
and design principles that value overall health as a 
contributing factor to the economic sustainability of 
its community.

In 2009, the Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources 
Commission conducted a Trail Study Review to evaluate the 
conditions and maintenance needs of Eden Prairie trails.

In 2009 the Flying Cloud Airport Advisory Commission 
worked cooperatively with Metropolitan Airports 
Commission to host a series of informational meetings 
for residents and city officials regarding airport 
expansion plans.

Photo Credit: Robert Lawton
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For more information about City of Eden Prairie events and meetings visit edenprairie.org or call the City Center at 952-949-8300.

Art on City Walls
Monday–Friday 
8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
City Center

Take a stroll through the lower level of the City Center 
and enjoy the January Art on City Walls exhibit.

City Council Meetings*
Tuesdays, Jan. 5 and 19

*All meetings begin at 7 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers at the City Center.

New Year’s Day Celebration
Friday, Jan. 1
10 a.m.–2 p.m.

Bring the whole family and kick the year off right 
with open swim, open skate and open gym at the 
Community Center. The event is free for Community 
Center members, $5 for non-members.

Family Pizza 
and BINGO Night
Friday, Jan. 8
6–8 p.m.

Round up the neighbors and bring the kids (ages 5 
and up) for a family BINGO night at the Community 
Center! $5 per person covers BINGO and prizes, 
concessions available for purchase.

Rock on Ice
Sunday, Jan. 17
5–7 p.m.

Bring the whole family out for 
an evening filled with skating, 
good old-fashioned rock-n-roll and refreshments 
by the bonfires at the Round Lake Park Ice Rink.

Kick Off Your New Year at the Community Center

Live Well Eden Prairie!
Sometimes, the task of going green seems overwhelming. 
This year, start small and go green one room at a time!

Here are five ways to green up your living space, one room 
at a time:

1. Minimize Your Energy Use

Using less energy at home not only saves you money, but 
helps to reduce your overall impact on the environment. 
Consider resisting the urge to crank up the heat; for every 
degree below 68 degrees on your thermostat, you can 
save 3 to 5 percent on heating energy.

2. Add a Household Plant

Decorating with live plants 
offers many benefits to 
you and your environment. 
In addition to adding a 
welcoming touch, live 
plants can help clean the 
air, reduce noise pollution 
and even have proven 
health benefits. Plus, for 
those who have a hard 
time staying indoors for 
the long winter, decorating 
with a few house plants 
is an ideal way to bring 
nature to you. 

3. Green Your Appliances and Electronics

The use of energy-saving appliance models can make 
a big difference to the environment and your wallet. To 
make sure you’re using the most eco-friendly versions, the 
EPA recommends replacing household appliances with 
energy-saving counterparts that showcase the ENERGY 
STAR logo. In addition to appliances, ENERGY STAR 
also certifies home electronics, office equipment and 
lighting fixtures for your home or office space. Some of 
these products can even qualify you for a rebate or sales 
tax exemption.

4. Minimize Your Clutter

Reducing the clutter in your living space will make it 
more efficient in a multitude of ways. As you locate the 
stuff that you can live without, instead of hauling it to a 
local dump, check which items are recyclable and which 
ones you can pass on. For items that others can use, 
consider donating them to your favorite charity or passing 
them along to someone else who could use them.

5. Shine Energy-Efficient Light

According to ENERGY STAR, a compact fluorescent light 
(CFL) bulb uses 75-percent less energy than a traditional 
light bulb and lasts 10 times longer. Though CFLs often 
cost more at first, the bulbs can pay for themselves in a 
matter of months, saving more than $30 over the course 
of the bulb’s lifetime.

For more about these and other ways to green up your 
lifestyle, visit earth911.com.

Our Environment
Go Green, One Room at a Time

The New Year’s Day Celebration at the Community Center will take place from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. on 
Friday, Jan 1. Members are welcome to attend free of charge, and a $5 fee for non-members covers 
open swim, open skate, open gym, inflatable fun and the indoor play structure. Be sure to take 
advantage of this great opportunity to check out the Community Center, have some fun with the 
family, and discover new ways to Live Well in Eden Prairie.

For more information about this and other Eden Prairie Parks and Recreation programs, 
visit edenprairie.org/parksbrochure.

I
’ve written many times about the City’s efforts to get 
improvements made at the interchange of I-494 and Hwy. 
169. The current situation, with multiple traffic signals, 

leaves a lot to be desired. It congests traffic, frustrates drivers 
and can create traffic safety problems.

The big problem, of course, has always been money. Constructing 
a full long-term solution to this interchange was estimated by 
the MnDOT to cost around $180,000,000. However, earlier 
this year MnDOT and the cities of Eden 
Prairie, Edina and Bloomington reached 
an agreement to support a project that 
was reduced in scope that was estimated 
to cost $140,000,000. The problem 
with the compromise solution was that 
the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) did not support the reduced 
project scope. They continued to support 
the full project and said they would not 
contribute any federal dollars toward 
any project at 494-169 that did not 
include the full long-term solution.

That was a problem – until earlier this week.

Earlier this week the FHWA announced that they changed their 
mind. They will support the reduced scope project at 494-169 
as a “demonstration project.” This is a big deal. The project 
can now move forward through the federal government’s TIGER 
grant program which is a competitive federal grant program for 
significant national transportation projects, like the 494-169 

project. If the feds did not support the reduced scope project, 
well then our project wouldn’t have much of a chance of getting 
federal grant dollars. The fact that the feds now support the 
reduced scope project doesn’t guarantee TIGER grant dollars 
for the project, but it does put the project in the mix, which is 
really the best we can hope for at this time.

Working on this initiative has been a good exercise for our 
city. Our City Council, Mayor Young and Council Member Brad 

Aho in particular, have been working hard 
behind the scenes with their peers in 
Edina, Bloomington and Scott County to 
push the advocacy efforts for the project 
at the state and federal level. State 
Representative Jenifer Loon (R-42B) has 
also devoted a lot of time and energy to 
working with MnDOT and federal officials 
to help bring them along to their change 
of heart. And I’d be remiss if I did not 
point out the fine work of our Economic 
Development Manager David Lindahl. 
David always kept this issue in the 

forefront. He did a lot of little things to keep people thinking 
and talking about solving the 494-169 problem.

We’re not done yet. This is a notable event, but it doesn’t mean 
any federal money is on the way yet. We’ll keep working on this 
until it’s done.

Around Eden Prairie
A Page from the Blog of City Manager Scott Neal

     See more of Scott Neal’s blog entries by visiting edenprairie.org.

At the end of each year, as we reflect on the accomplishments of the past 12 months, 
we also take a refreshing look forward and make some resolutions for the year ahead. As 
you ring in the year 2010, don’t forget to explore the multitude of opportunities for you 
to Live Well, right here in Eden Prairie. 

This New Year’s Day, stop by the Community Center and explore 10 new ways to have 
more fun in 2010!

Did You Know?
Did you know that this Life in the Prairie 
newsletter is available online?
For your convenience, this and dozens of past issues of 
Life in the Prairie are available on the City’s Web site, 
edenprairie.org, under the menu item News. 

In addition, by registering for the CITY NEWS e-mail 
subscription service, you can opt to have Life in the 
Prairie sent directly to your e-mail inbox each month.

If you would like to receive e-mail notifications when 
the online issue of Life in the Prairie is available, 
visit edenprairie.org today and register for CITY NEWS, 
then select “Life in the Prairie City Newsletter” as a 
subscription item.
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Splash around with 
the kids in the pool Strap on some skates 

and take to the ice
Watch the kids as 
they explore the 
indoor play structure

Shoot hoops 
with the guys Grab your stick and 

pick-up a game of hockey

Let the little ones enjoy 
some inflatable fun

Explore the world 
of wallyball

Begin your cardio routine 
in the fitness center

Grab some friends and 
play a game of volleyball

Resuscitate your 
racquetball skills
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