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March 2013 
 
Dear Mayor Tyra-Lukens and City Council Members: 
 
I am pleased to submit the 2012 Eden Prairie Police Department Annual 
Report to you and the residents of Eden Prairie. This report contains a 
summary of the events and operations the Police Department undertook        
in 2012.  
 
In June we hosted the United States Police Canine Association Region 18 Canine Trials in 
Eden Prairie with 78 teams participating in a variety of competitions throughout the City.  
The Trials were a huge success thanks to the hard work of EPPD staff and volunteers who 
planned and executed the event.  
 
Our overall calls for service in 2012 were slightly higher than in 2011. Person crimes 
were down 31% due in part to a drop in domestic assaults and disorderly conduct 
arrests. Property crimes were also down slightly (4%). In response to community and 
Council concerns, we proactively investigated prostitution activity in Eden Prairie and 
plan to continue these efforts in 2013.   
 
In November we held our Annual Meeting & Awards Ceremony where we celebrated 
the EPPD’s 40th anniversary, which was Jan. 1, 2013. In honor of this milestone, we 
created a video that included interviews with all of the department’s former chiefs and a 
number of historical photos.  
 
We continued our commitment to outreach activities with Safety Camp, My Book Day, 
Toys for Tots, Night to Unite, the Citywide Open House and two events for Special 
Olympics: the Polar Plunge and Torch Run.  
 
In 2012 we hired two new officers, Cory Sinon and John Andrews, and promoted one 
officer, John Wilson, to sergeant. There were no staff retirements in 2012.  
 
On behalf of the nearly 150 staff and volunteer members of the Police Department, I 
thank you for your continued support and look forward to serving you in the coming 
year.  
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Robert L. Reynolds 
Police Chief 
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Mission statement 
 

The mission of the Eden Prairie Police  
Department is to protect and serve the  

community of Eden Prairie through active  
and professional engagement. 

 
 
 

Department values 
 

 Provide customized service to the 
community; 

 Exercise discretion and fairness in 
enforcement; 

 Build public trust in the Department; and 
 Promote the professional development of     

its members. 
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City Manager 
Rick Getschow 

Investigative Operations 
Lieutenant Greg Weber 

Criminal Investigations 
School Liaisons 
Special Investigations 
Law Enforcement Analyst 
Domestic Abuse      

Response Team (DART) 
Explorers 
Senior Liaison 

Patrol Operations  
Lieutenant Jim Morrow 

Patrol Response 
Traffic  
Canine 
Reserves  
Crime Technicians 
Emergency Response 

Unit (ERU) 
Crisis Intervention 

Team (CIT) 
Field Training  

Support Operations 
Lieutenant Bill Wyffels 
Telecommunications 
Records 
Professional Development 
Code Enforcement 
Animal Control 
Support Operations 
Licensing 
Retail Crime Unit 
Airport Unit 
Chaplains 
Crime Prevention  

2012 Eden Prairie Police Department 
Organizational Chart 

Police Chief 
Rob Reynolds 

Deputy Chief 
Jim DeMann 
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Office of the Police Chief  

 Deputy Chief  
Jim DeMann 

 Chief  
Rob Reynolds 

The Office of the Police Chief 
(OPC) consists of the Chief, 
Deputy Chief, Projects 
Coordinator and Administrative 
Assistant. The OPC oversees 
departmental operations 
including a $12.4-million annual 
budget.   

The Command Staff, L to R: Lt. Bill Wyffels, Lt. Greg Weber, 
Chief Rob Reynolds, Lt. Jim Morrow, Deputy Chief Jim DeMann 
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Patrol Division  

 Lieutenant 
Jim Morrow 

 Cory Sinon began working as an 
officer in Eden Prairie on April 2, 

2012. Prior to coming to Eden 
Prairie Officer Sinon worked as a 
security guard at United Hospital 

and Riverside Hospital.  

John Andrews was hired as an 
officer on July 2, 2012. Officer 

Andrews  grew up in Eden Prairie 
and previously worked as a police 

officer for the City of Waseca. 

The Patrol Division is led by Lt. Jim Morrow and 
includes seven sergeants and 34 officers. There are seven 
patrol units as well as the secondary Crisis Intervention 
Team, Canine, Field Training, Crime Tech, Reserve and 
Emergency Response Units. 

Lt. Morrow graduated from the FBI’s National Academy last 
spring after completing an intensive 10-week course that 
included attending classes, doing homework and tackling 
physical challenges at the FBI’s Quantico, Virginia campus.  

 John Wilson was promoted to sergeant on 
Jan. 28, 2012. Since 1997 Sgt. Wilson has  

worked as a patrol officer, investigator, ERU 
team member and sniper, instructor, reserve 

officer, park ranger and records technician 
for Eden Prairie.  
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Patrol Division  

In July patrol officers were called to Round Lake Park where a purse 
had been stolen from a vehicle. Officers learned that one of the stolen 
credit cards had just been used at an Eden Prairie gas station and 
were able to view surveillance video of the suspect. Another officer 
went to Staring Lake Park in case there had been additional  break-ins 
and discovered the suspected vehicle used in the Round Lake break-
in. Officers were able to positively identify the suspects, who all had 
previous criminal histories, and arrested them within an hour of the 
first theft.  

In the spring of 2012 Officer Todd Groves was 
named to the Minnesota DWI All-Star Team by 
the Minnesota Department of Public Safety for 
having one of the highest number of DWI 
arrests in Minnesota in 2011. He made 75 DWI 
arrests that year.  
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Traffic Citation Offenses 
2008—2012 

Written 
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In 2012, the EPPD responded to 1,216 crashes, a slight 

decrease from 2011.  

The top five intersections for crashes in 2012 were: 

Prairie Center Drive at Technology Drive  (44 crashes) 

Prairie Center Drive at Singletree Road (37 crashes) 

Prairie Center Drive at Hwy. 212 (29 crashes) 

Flying Cloud Drive at Technology Drive (25 crashes)           

Prairie Center Drive at Preserve Blvd (21 crashes) 
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Investigations Division  

 Lieutenant 
Greg Weber 

The Investigations Division is led by Lt. Greg Weber. This 
division consists of the Criminal Investigations Unit, the 
School Liaison Unit and the Special Investigations 
Unit. There are two sergeants, 13 officers and three civilians 
in the Investigations Division. 

In 2012 Lt. Weber became a certified Emergency Manager 
through the Minnesota Department of Public Safety’s 
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management. Lt. Weber completed more than 250 hours of 
in-class and on-line instruction in order to become certified.  

As part of his emergency management duties, Lt. Weber 
and Fire Chief and Director of Emergency Management 
George Esbensen were asked to travel to New York to assist 
with the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy for seven days in 
November.  

In February, Eden Prairie, in conjunction with several other metro law 
enforcement agencies, arrested a prolific home burglar after catching him in 
the act of burglarizing a home in Eden Prairie. At the time of his arrest, the 
suspect was being investigated for home burglaries by seven different 
agencies. The suspect was arrested for 2nd Degree Felony Burglary and 
subsequently confessed to many of the burglaries. He was later sentenced 
to more than nine years in prison.  

Sgt. Dennis Paulson speaking at a press conference announcing the arrest of a 
prolific burglar in February 
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Investigations Division  
In March School Liaison Officers organized 
a Driver Impact Panel for Eden Prairie High 
School students. The speakers included an 
Eden Prairie police officer, a funeral 
director, a father whose daughter died as a 
result of distracted driving, a distracted 
driver who killed a mother and her two 
young children, and the founder of 
Minnesotans for Safe Driving, whose son 
was killed by a drunk driver. The students 
heard powerful stories about the mistakes 
drivers can make and the tragic 
consequences of those actions.  

Residential 
Burglaries 

2008—2012 

Non-
Residential 
Burglaries 

2008—2012 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

A crashed car provided by Minnesotans for Safe 
Driving sat outside Eden Prairie High School during the 
Driver Impact Panel. This car was speeding when it 
crashed and killed a young woman in the front seat.   
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Investigations Division  

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

During Senior Awareness Month in May residents of the Real Life Co-op 
held a bar baking contest. Judges included members of the Police and Fire 
Departments and City Manager Rick Getschow.  
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Domestic Assaults  
2008—2012 

The Department’s Domestic Abuse Response Team (DART) was 
started in 2006 to reduce the number of domestic assault cases in 
Eden Prairie. DART focuses on early intervention with domestic 
abuse victims, including those who are victims of non-physical 
abuse. The earlier those victims seek services from advocacy 
resources, the greater their chances are of not becoming a repeat 
victim. There were 76 assaults in 2012, the lowest number since the 
DART program started.  
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Support Division  

 Lieutenant 
Bill Wyffels 

Kady Knuth was hired as the 
department’s newest 

Dispatcher in April 2012.  

The Support Division is led by Lt. Bill Wyffels and 
consists of the Records, Dispatch, Professional 
Development, Support Operations, Community 
Service/Animal Control, Chaplain, Retail Crime and 
Airport Units. There are three sergeants, two 
supervisors and 24 civilians in the Support Division. 

In October the Retail Crime Unit 
held a mall lockdown drill at Eden 
Prairie Center. Retail Crime Officers 
worked with the mall’s owner, 
General Growth, to give 
presentations to businesses in the 
mall explaining how the drill would 
work and how their employees 
could protect themselves and their 
customers in the event of a 
shooting. The mall was open during 
the 10-minute drill to allow shoppers 
to participate. After the drill officers 
held a debrief with all involved 
parties to discuss what went well 
and what could be done better.   
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Support Division  
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In 2012 the Retail Crime Unit started a 
program to encourage people to be 
mindful of what they leave in their cars so 
they don’t become the victims of break-
ins. They created “If You Leave it, They 
Will Thieve It!” signs for businesses to use 
at their entrances to remind people not 
to leave valuable items in their cars.  
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The Eden Prairie Police Department relies on its three 
volunteer programs (Reserves, Explorers and Chaplains) to 
assist department members with traffic direction, security at 
special events, requests for service at both emergency and non
-emergency incidents, and, in the case of the Chaplains, 
spiritual guidance in times of trauma and tragedy.  

Volunteers 

Reserves and Explorers volunteering 
at Schooner Days 

Pictured above, front row (l to r): New Reserve Officers: Andrew Rockafellow, 
Sheana Schlichter, Scott Harrison. Back Row (l to r): Reserve Woody Franklin, Sgt. 
Tom Lowery, Deputy Chief Jim DeMann, Chief Rob Reynolds, Lt. Jim Morrow, 
Officer Ann Bogren, Officer Lonnie Soppeland, Reserve Mark Krueger 

In May three new Reserve officers joined the EPPD after completing a 10-
week Reserve Officer School hosted by the Hennepin County Sheriff’s Office.  
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At left, EPPD Chaplain Father Tim Power, reading 
at the City’s Memorial Day program. In 2012 
Father Tim and Pastor Jim McCracken (photo 
below) celebrated 20 years of serving as Chaplains 
for Eden Prairie. They have both been with the 
Chaplain program since it started in 1992.  

The Edina/Eden Prairie Explorer Post 
attended two state conferences this 
year and brought home a 1st place 
trophy in Burglary and 2nd place 
trophies in Crash Investigation and 
Crime Scene Search. At the national 
conference the Explorers earned 4th 
place in White Collar Crime.   
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Happy Birthday to the EPPD! The Department was founded 40 years ago 
on Jan. 1, 1973. The celebration started early at the Department’s Annual 
Meeting and Awards Ceremony in November. Pictured above are EPPD 
alumni who returned to the department for the meeting and celebration.   

EPPD officers took part in 
Minnesota’s Peace 
Officers Memorial on the 
state capitol grounds in 
May. Flags are flown at 
half-staff all day in 
memory of Minnesota’s 
law enforcement officers 
who have been killed in 
the line of duty. Officers 
from agencies across the 
state take turns standing 
vigil at the memorial all 
day.  
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At left, Officer Cory Sinon 
hands out slinkies provided 
by the Eden Prairie Crime 
Prevention Fund at Night 
to Unite. During the event, 
Eden Prairie residents at 
127 parties donated 9,597 
pounds of food to PROP 
(People Reaching Out to 
Other People).  

Reserve Officer Andrew Rockafellow, Officer Carter Staaf and 
Reserve Officer Phillip Gjervold loaded donated toys into squad cars 
for the annual law enforcement Toys for Tots procession to the 
KARE11 studio.  
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At the City’s Open House in October, Officer Jenny 
Schnickel shows visitors how to dust for 
fingerprints  at the Crime Tech Unit booth (above 
left) and Officer Orrin Alt greets a young visitor at 
the Traffic Safety demonstration (above right).  

Reserve Officer Woody 
Franklin raises the flag at the 
City’s Memorial Day event.  

In June members of the EPPD accepted 
the Special Olympics torch from the 
Minnetonka Police Department and ran 3 
miles before handing it off to the Edina 
Police Department. The torch continued 
on to other departments before ending 
up at the Special Olympics Summer 
Games in Stillwater.   
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On June 10-12, 2012, the Eden 
Prairie Police Department 
hosted the United States Police 
Canine Association’s (USPCA) 
Region 18 Canine Trials.  
Seventy-eight police canine 
teams including Eden Prairie 
Officer Jess Irmiter and his 
partner Brix,  participated in a 
variety of events throughout 
Eden Prairie including Agility, 
Article Search, Suspect Search 
and Obedience tests. Dogs that 
achieved an overall score of 
70% or better on the tests 
were certified as police canines 
through the USPCA.  

At left: Eden Prairie Officer 
Jess Irmiter and partner 
Brix compete in the Trials. 
They finished in 20th place 
with an overall score of 
96.4%. (photo credit: Stroner 

Wildlife Photography) 
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At the Department’s Annual Meeting 
in November, Officer Steve Velner 
was named the 2012 Officer of the 
Year by his peers. Officer Velner has 
been an officer in Eden Prairie since 
2002 and during his tenure has served 
as a Patrol Officer, Field Training 
Officer, Investigator, Crisis Negotiator 
and Domestic Abuse Response Team 
member. Officer Velner was selected 
for this honor for his friendly 
demeanor, leadership, patience and 
decision-making skills.  

Sgt. Matt Sackett, 
Administrative Assistant 
Jenna Scadden, Sgt. 
Maggie Munro and Officer 
Jess Irmiter received the 
Department’s 
Commendation Award for 
their work planning and 
executing the Region 18 K-9 
Trials which were held in 
Eden Prairie in June.   

Sgt. Dave Becker was 
awarded the Scott H. 
Neal Award for 
Excellence in 
Leadership for his 
leadership in creating 
the Crisis Intervention 
Team which helps 
people in mental crisis.   

Administrative Assistant Jenna Scadden was 
awarded the Mayor Jean Harris Award for 
Community Service for the volunteer time she 
spends running a community religious 
education program in her city.  
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2012 Statistics 
Person Crimes 2011 2012  Traffic Related 2011 2012 

Homicide (includes attempts) 1 0  Fatal Vehicle 0 0 

Criminal Sexual Conduct 33 24  Personal Injury Crash 121 104 

Robbery 12 3  Driving While Impaired 354 311 

Felony Assault 45 41  Property Damage Crash 895 913 

Non-Felony Assault 31 30  Hit and Run 221 199 

Domestic Assault 96 76  Driver's License Violations 802 777 

Disorderly Conduct 90 64  Equipment Violations 1076 962 

Harassing Communication 27 17  Parking Violations 163 157 

Crimes Against Families 36 28  Moving Violations 5386 5369 

Interfering with 9-1-1 Calls 17 15  Total Traffic Citations  7,427 7,265 

Kidnapping/False Imprison-

ment 5 1  Warnings-Written    11,235    13,411  

Total 393 299     

       

    

Selected Calls for Ser-

vice 2011 2012 

Property Crimes 2011 2012  Animal Control      1,711  1,416 

Residential Burglaries 86 84  Medicals      2,657  2,637 

Non-Residential Burglaries 49 28  9-1-1 Hang-Ups      4,491  4,319 

Theft 491 501  Alarms (False)      2,102  1,831 

Theft from Vehicle 240 224  Suspicious Activity      1,966  1,880 

Vehicle Theft 36 32     

Motor Vehicle Tampering 353 326     

Financial Theft    Total Calls for Service 2011 2012 

Identity Theft 197 144   59,544 60,632 

Forgery/Counterfeiting 23 21     

Theft by Check 6 6     

Credit Card Fraud 31 38  Juvenile Status Offenses 2011 2012 

Shoplifting 195 208  Juvenile-Alcohol 37 20 

Property Damage 320 332  Juvenile-Runaway 83 84 

Arson 5 8  Juvenile-Curfew 11 17 

Negligent Fires   0  Juvenile-Tobacco Use 12 14 

Total 2,032 1,952  Total 143 135 

       

       

Other Crimes 2011 2012     

Crimes Against Government 128 84     

Gambling 0 1     

Narcotics 236 230     

Underage Drinking Age 18-21 54 46     

Underage Drinking & Driving 16 17     

Weapons 14 16     

Fleeing Police 20 17     

Miscellaneous 85 118     

Total 553 529     


